
TILTtheTown
Welcome. This is  an evolving fictionalized map of Brainerd, MN. We've populated the town 
with the characters and landmarks  from TILTtheMovie. We're also adding virtual, personalized 
biographies for all of the people who contribute to our Kickstarter (fund-raising) campaign to 
help us  make Tilt.  Each contributor who gives $15.00 or more gets a biography and second life 
in TILTtheTown.  If you’d like to join the fun, click here (clicking on this link will take you out of this 
document).

If  you’d like to explore the web version of  the map to learn about the characters, contributors, 
and key plot details from Tilt, click here (clicking on this link will take you out of  this document).  
Otherwise, enjoy the hyper-text version of  TILTtheTown.
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TILTtheMovie 
TILTtheCollaborators

Jeremy Doyle: is an amazing cinematographer. His motto: practice, practice, practice.  And 
practice is precisely what he does. Jeremy has hidden cameras installed in every business, on 
every street corner, on every front porch, and atop every roof  in TILTtheTown. No, no, no, 
Jeremy's not a peeping tom - he only has the best of  intentions.  When he catches crimes on tape, 
Jeremy shares the footage with the TILTtheTown police department (which has happened a little 
more than usual recently). The rest of  the time (which is most of  the time) Jeremy takes the 
footage from each day and constructs a 5 minute movie that is in no way related to what really 
happened.  Jeremy makes people who are always late seem punctual, people who are always 
punctual look harried, and people having the worst day of  their lives look like they've finally 
figured out the key to happiness. Who sees these movies? No one except his loving wife yet. But 
you can be sure that Jeremy has a plan. The real Jeremy Doyle is the cinematographer for TILT.

Bill Finn: You wouldn't think he could do it out in the wilderness, but Bill Finn has set up an 
amazing studio out on this island with all of  the equipment, power, and inspiration he needs to 
complete the TILT score. 

And he can see a lot of  stuff  from here that other people don't see...  Don't you want to know 
what? 

Phil Holbrook: You wouldn't think that being the local garbage truck driver would be anyone's 
aspiration.  But it was for Phil.  He thinks the garbage is beautiful.  He loves the fact that you get 
to drive around in a big truck all day and sometimes you find some really great stuff.  Especially 
when picking up the garbage at Zak Forsman's or Sherry Cummings' house. The thing Phil likes 
the most about being the garbage man is the secrets you can learn about people from their 
garbage.  And that kind of  garbage isn't always pretty. The real Phil is the director of  TILT.

Julie Keck & Jessica King: TILT writers Julie & Jessica live in the artists' apartment in the 
Franklin Arts Center. They do yoga in the studio on the second floor, watch movies with the other 
artists, and participate in lots of  pot lucks. Julie always brings vegan tarts. Jessica laments the days  
when they were chock full of  butter.

Jessica won't go outside in the summer, because she's scared of  ticks and mosquitoes. Julie won't 
go outside in the winter, because she's scared of  drunken snow mobile riders. 
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TILTtheCharacters

Betty runs the local convenience store. She acts like she doesn’t care about anything but her 
soaps and magazines.  Knows everything that happens to everyone in the town.  Secretly loves 
opera.  Does taxidermy in her spare time.  Takes special pride in her home-made sandwiches.

David is the sheriff ’s deputy in Brainerd.  Knows a lot about what goes on in the town.  Soft-
spoken. Observant. Calm. Empathetic. 

Doug is Paul’s best friend. A college professor who fancies that he has more in common with his 
students than his colleagues. Married to Marlene. Charming and funny. Always there when Paul 
needs something. Never  there when Marlene’s looking for him.

Linda: Linda works with Paul.  Her husband left her for another woman 15 years ago.  She 
harbors a fantasy that someday Paul will fall in love with her.  Likes to bring Paul his favorite 
donuts and remind him that she has a great memory.

Liz is Paul’s daughter.  A hell-raiser.  Not quite drinking age but most people in the small town of 
Brainerd give her leeway because of  her mom’s death.  Not close to her dad.  Taking college 
classes but not serious about them.  Main goal is to party and maybe be an artist someday.

Marlene is Doug’s wife.  A self-proclaimed martyr who’s been putting up with Doug for 20 
years.  No kids.  Marlene takes care of  Doug’s housebound father, participates in PTA meetings 
even though she doesn’t have children, and runs several women’s groups at her church.  Marlene 
watches a lot of  Oprah, has a lot of  formerly popular fitness equipment, and thinks recycling is 
pretentious.

Nick is Liz’s boyfriend.  A good kid trying to do well at the local college so he can transfer 
somewhere else.  Wishes Liz would do the same thing, but he's content to just be by her while he 
has the chance.

Paul is a quiet man who’s been stuck in a rut since his wife died 10 years ago. Has a daughter 
(Liz) he doesn’t pay much attention to. He takes care of  her monetary needs but that’s about it. 
Paul’s lived in Brainerd his whole life. He knows everyone in town but has only one good friend, 
Doug. Otherwise, he keeps to himself. Reliable at work. Eats alone. Sleeps alone. Fine with both. 

Teddy is the bartender at The Last Turn Saloon.  (Not the Pub). He's in his early 20s, lives in his 
parents' basement so that he can afford the expensive new truck he just bought. 

Teddy was a football player in high school but hasn’t done anything much since then.  Very 
attractive.  Flirts with all attractive women; sleeps with any who’ll let him.

4



TILTtheMovie Places

THE LAST TURN SALOON: This is the local watering hole where Teddy works. Frequent 
patrons include: Doug, Liz, Nick, and sometimes Paul.

THE CONVENIENCE STORE: This is where Betty works, where Paul often grabs dinner, 
and where Linda stocks up on Paul's favorite donuts.  You can usually find Betty reading hunting 
magazines behind the counter or restocking her homemade sandwiches.

CRIME SCENE #1: We know you're curious, but please step back behind the caution tape.

POLICE STATION: This is the police station where David works and Liz sometimes spends 
the night.
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TILTtheTown 
TILTtheTown Hotspots

BUMP & GRIND: A coffee shop / dance studio where you can get a good latte before 
practicing your fan dance routine at the barre. Owner Beth Kaspar coaxed retired prima 
ballerina Sheri Candler into teaching classes here to the tunes of  former opera diva Diane 
Lyman. 

HOT CROSS BUNS BAKERY & YOGA STUDIO: Hot Cross Buns Bakery & Yoga Studio is 
the perfect place to pick up a loaf  of  organic bread and to have a good stretch.  Shelves are 
stocked with tarts and muffins and chewy energy bars filled with rocks and twigs.  Classes are 
designed for students of  all shapes, sizes, and fitness levels.

This is where Julie Lyman teaches classes, where Julie Keck sells her vegan tarts, and where Phil 
Holbrook and Jeremy Doyle synch up to find filming/editing nirvana. 

Currently looking for a few good teachers and a few good bakers.  Classes are held every 2 hours 
8am - 6pm, 7 days/wk. First class of  the day is always free. So is the first cookie...

FIRST GLANCE FITNESS CENTER is a come one / come all exercise haven where 
TILTtheTown residents of  all fitness (and film knowledge) levels can run around the track, do a 
few laps around the pool, or climb the Stairmaster to heaven while watching exciting indie 
movies on big screens. 

Mari Kivisto spends a lot of  time here (she gets a free membership because she let's Bill show her 
indie action movies for free), as do the dancers from The Spice Rack, and Kim Garland, who 
loves taking in an indie flick or two while keeping herself  in tip top shape for her fire fighter 
duties.

Open 7 days/week, 6am - 10pm. Daycare provided for children 2 - 8yrs by Mireille M 5 - 10pm. 
Water = $1/bottle. Smoothies by Carly Eckerle Beebe = $3.  Towels and inspiration = free.
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THE GO GO GADGET ARMS: Owned by Rachel Devenport, The Go Go Gadget Arms is 
an oasis for Brit ex-pats as well as Brainerd locals who have never set foot out of  town.  Usually 
blasting from the pub's jukebox is David Bowie with a little Beatles, Stones, and Morrissey thrown 
in. On the menu: items that remind Rachel of  home--
 • fish & chips
 • roast beef  sandwiches
 • cottage pie
 • bangers & mash
 • pork scratchings
 • liver with gravy & onions
 • and plenty of  beer
Open 8:30am to 12am Sun - Thurs, 10am - 2am Fri & Sat. No reservations required.

THE SPICE RACK: If  it’s tasty, it’s here. Lisa Vandever built The Spice Rack, an adult-themed 
burlesque amusement park, from the ground up in an effort to add a little grown-up flavor to the 
TILTtheTown nightlife.  

Lisa takes care of  hiring the performers, including Cinnamon Swirl, Cayenne Cathy, Anais 
Anise, and Annie Allspice.  If  you get a chance, catch a dance by featured fan dancer Marsha 
Mallow; she looks a lot like that tomboyish Juliane Block who follows Mari Kivisto around all of  
the time...

Lisa’s business partner Marinell Montales takes care of  the rides in the Spice Rack, hiring the 
best mechanics in the TILTtheTown to build exciting indoor roller coasters that make Oli 
Lewington forget back his broken heart and Mayor Barrett forget about his disappointingly 
perfect hand.

Open 24 hrs a day, 7 days a week.

LOCK-N-LOAD is Jake Stetler's microbrewery / water gun shop. If  we said beer never ended 
up getting sprayed across the bar, we'd be lying. 

Andrew Elias likes to hang out here, even though he’s satisfied with neither the quality of  the 
microbrews nor the cleanliness of  the floor.  Mike and Jeff  Lyman like to grab a cool one after a 
day of  golfing with Andrew Bichler.  And law man Alex Luster has been known to kick back and 
shoot the shit with Jake after a long day of  sheriffing.

Open M - Th 3pm - 12am, Sat 12pm - 2pm. Closed Sun for major cleaning.
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DIANA’S DOUBLE DRIVE-IN: For people in TILTtheTown who love movies (and strangely, 
everyone here does), Diana Holbrook (mother of  TILT Director Phil) runs Diana’s Double 
“Drive-In,” a massive indoor complex where the real cars stay outside and the drivers come 
inside to watch new movies as well as classics from the comfort of  clean and cozy car / replicas.  

Diana’s Double Drive-in is doubly exciting because there are two sides: on the fancy side movie 
goers watch movies in style, seated in Porsches and limos and Bentleys and Mazaratis.  On this 
side, upscale appetizers and entrees (developed by Diana herself  - she is a classically trained 
French chef, you know), are served with martinis and champagne.  It’s a little pricey, but it’s worth 
it. "Casablanca" in a Rolls Royce with a bottle of  Dom? You can’t pass that up.

On the other side of  the double drive-in is the family-friendly side, where pimped out minivans, 
bumper cars, double decker buses, and helicopters provide ample seating for families and big 
groups of  friends.  At the front of  the lot is a soundproof  playground for kids too excited to sit 
still, and parents can monitor their whereabouts from a surveillance system inside their vehicle.  
On this side, the snacks are more conventional (popcorn, Junior Mints, big cokes, nachos) but no 
less tasty. Only the best for Diana’s crew.

Recent sightings: 

• Julie, Mike, Jeff  & Becky Lyman taking in a midnight showing of  “Synecdoche, New York” and 
eating fondu from side by side Bugatti Royales

• Zak Forsman & Sheri Candler watching “Citizen Kane” while eating Lobster Thermidor in 
   an Aston Martin.
	 	
• Mireille M watching “Kirikou & the Sorceress” with her school group on a hay wagon while 
   snacking on grapes.
	 	
• Trigonis and Marinell watching “All About My Mother” in a tiny Fiat and eating tapas.
	 	
• Mike Wendt (plus one) watching “Heavy Metal” with Valerie & W.L. Wittstruck in a VW Bus 
   and eating buffalo wings.

• Brad Rossi and his daughter Maria watching “My Neighbor Totoro” with Julie and Jessica in a 
   mini-Cessna while eating popcorn, caramel corn, and candy corn.

You know you wanna play this game, TILTtheTown residents! Share your dream 
movie/food/vehicle combo on the TILTtheMovie Kickstarter comments page or on Twitter: 
@tiltthemovie.
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FOR THE RECORD RECORD STORE: At For The Record, former heavy metal icon Mike 
Wendt sells records, CDs, cassettes, and more. He also fixes stereos and musical instruments. 
Never car radios, though.  He believes that driving should be done in total silence. For safety 
reasons.

Juliane Block comes to For the Record for new music for her fan dance routines.  Roving 
TILTtheTown troubadour Kyle D. Owen stops by when he needs his ukelele restrung. And 
linguist Thomas Bertin can often be found perusing the foreign language section.

Open M - Sa, 12pm - 7pm. If  you have something good tucked into your basement, bring it in. 
Mike might be willing to make a trade.

SNOW LEOPARD SUITES, run by Jeff  Eyamie, is an independent senior living facility where 
the fun never stops.  The nurses are hot (and smart).  The food is great (and soft).  And families 
are only allowed to visit if  they’re fun. 

Within Snow Leopard Suites is Recliner Diner and Cougar Coffee House.   By the way, what 
happens in the Single Senior Sauna stays in the Single Senior Sauna.

Dr. Gregor Collins, secretly psychic therapist Pam Berman, and secretly therapeutic psychic 
Caitlin Mae Burke all volunteer at SLS.  Monk David Branin and nun Karen Worden, who have 
each taken vows of  silence, run Silent Movie Karaoke every Sunday afternoon.  And Lisa 
Vandever often brings her Spice Rack girls by for weekend pool parties.

Eligibility for a condo at SLS is limited to people who are over 60 and ready to party.

THE SWEET SPOT: Former TILTtheTown judge Lee Sweet opened this cabaret to give 
TILTtheTownspeople a chance to showcase their hidden talents. Jenn Nguyen sings here nightly. 
The usually quiet Andrew Bichler dominates the comedy open mics. And Rachel Devenport has 
been known to come to The Sweet Spot on her nights off  from her own pub to slam martinis and 
sing songs about her homeland. HOURS: Sun - Thurs 6pm - 12pm; Fri & Sat 5pm - 2am.  Shirts  
required.  Unless you're wearing pasties.

TILTtheTOWNHALL: This is where residents meet once a week to discuss pressing issues, 
such as Mari Kivisto's motion that chickens be allowed as pets in town (which is always denied) 
and Oli Lewington's desire to have an aviary installed on his front lawn (Andrew Elias is 
vehemently opposed to this - shocker.) All meetings are recorded and immediately misrepresented 
in Gary King's TILTtheTown Tattler and recorded by camera woman Juliane Block, who 
secretly hopes to record a good fight someday. Snacks are provided by the local Bikram yoga 
studio / organic bakery, Hot Cross Buns.
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TILTtheBackers

Backer #2: Oli Lewington lives in this quaint ranch-style house with his books and his 12 love 
birds, none of  which has ever seen the inside of  a cage. 

Oli buys a bird every time he gets his heart broken, and he finds that telling this story to 
prospective love interests always goes better than their first visit to his home. He's heartbroken... 
but hopeful.

Oli’s been attending town hall meetings, trying talk his town mates into approving building code 
changes that will allow him to construct the aviary he hopes to erect in his front lawn. He also 
spends a lot of  time watching Lilia Cardenas on her evening news show. 

How does he make his living? Oli is a private pharmacist who concocts his own elixirs for his 
patients. He buys some of  his herbs at Beth Kaspar’s Bump & Grind and some form Zak 
Forsman, usually after a strange glow comes form Zak’s basement.

Backer #3: Danny Lacey currently lives at the YMCA.  His ladyfriend Jacqui kicked him out 
last week, because he kept doing crazy things like "24 hour fundathons" for his new movie, 
which, according to Jacqui, involves stop motion animation and Barbie dolls. 

Danny says she just doesn't understand and is sure this whole thing is going to blow over very 
soon. Until then, he's working on his script...

Backer #4: Mike Merell just moved to TILTtheTown from the Big City. He thought he'd like 
the change of  pace, the down home cooking, and the "real" people. Lately, though, he misses 
heavy traffic and public transportation. 

The other day he stood at the edge of  the woods with the rest of  his neighbors all day to watch 
the police collect evidence and then carry a sheet-covered body out of  the woods. He won't admit 
to anyone that it was the most exciting thing that's happened since he got here.

Mike also won't admit that, since that crime, he has designated himself  as TILTtheTown's 
resident vigilante, patrolling the streets, keeping an eye on suspicious outsiders, and making sure 
Lisa Vandever's Spice Rack ladies get some safely. Why, with that brunette getting killed and that 
thing they just pulled out of  the lake, it seems like the TILTtheTown police already have their 
hands full.  What Mike really needs now is a good nighttime vigilante outfit. We bet Lucas 
McNelly could help him out with that.
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Backer #5: Zak Forsman: A direct descendant of  Paul Bunyan, everyone expected Zak 
Forsman to do big things. But when he's out representing the Bunyans (cutting ribbons or 
throwing out the first pitch at little league games) people are surprised at how quiet and 
unassuming he seems. 

This is exactly what Zak wants: to be unnoticed and left alone so that he can work on his 
masterpiece in the basement. No, it's not a sculpture or a painting: it's a time machine. Despite 
having more money than all of  the other people in Brainerd combined (except for Sherry 
Cummings, of  course), Zak's true wish is to be able to walk around his hometown without having 
to signing autographs or wear a disguise. The only way to accomplish that? To go back and 
discourage Paul Bunyan himself  from being so darn legendary. 

Backer #6: Andrew Elias was born in the house where he lives. His father was born there. 
His father's father was born there. Probably his father's father's father, too, but don't press 
Andrew for proof  unless you want to get an earful.

Andrew feels very connected to his home. Too bad he hates everyone who lives around him. He 
spends most of  his day crouch-walking from window to window, trying to catch someone doing 
something.

Andrew's pretty sure someone sat on his lawnmower in the middle of  the night last summer (it 
just didn't look right the next day), and that's when he started keeping it in his garage, along with 
all of  his lawn furniture, his outdoor plants, and his mail box.

To make room in the garage, Andrew had to bring his tools and boxes of  Christmas decorations 
and old bikes into the living room, which meant his recliner and TV had to move into the 
kitchen. It's not so bad. Andrew prides himself  on being able to cook dinner without missing even 
one word on Wheel of  Fortune. Now if  only he could get that Betty to stop singing in her back 
yard...

Backer # 7: Marinell Montales just bought her first condo and is absolutely in love with it. 
She painted each plushly decorated room a different color to match her many moods (blue for 
her calm and dreamy bedroom, cerise for fun and flirty living room, etc).  When she ran out of  
rooms, she bought the condo below, added a spiral staircase, and kept on painting. 

One might think that this sort of  renovating would be too expensive for someone of  Marinell's 
tender age, but money isn't a problem for her now that she's started her new business with Lisa 
Vandever. What is that business? Wouldn't you like to know...

Marinell often isn't home in the evening, probably because she's working hard with Lisa. But 
there are also whispers around town that she spends time with the town's resident puppeteer, 
John Trigonis.
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Backer #10: Gary King loves living downtown. It might not match the hustle and bustle of  
LA or NYC, but he gets to see plenty, which is crucial for his job at the owner (and sole employee) 
of  the TILTtheTown Tattler.  

Sure, some people disregard The Tattler as a ratty gossip mag, but Gary prides himself  on being 
a top-notch small town journalist and believes deep down that he serves an important purpose.

Why, without Gary, how would anyone know that Jacqui Blay just kicked out Danny Lacey? Or 
that Lisa Vandever just paid a pretty penny for that warehouse right off  of  Washington? How 
would anyone know that Carl Hitchens was the one who found that brunette in the woods and 
that he hasn't gone hunting since? Most importantly, without Gary, how would anyone know 
Marinell Montales and John the Puppeteer were a hot item? Admittedly, he doesn't have any pics 
of  them together yet (even though he got close one time at the Sawmill Inn), but he knows in his 
gut that something's going on there. Now if  only he could figure out where John lives...

Backer #11: Andrew Bichler: The Golf  Club might be closed, but that doesn't mean it's not 
hopping. Andrew keeps it up all by himself, trimming things and weed whacking things and, you 
know, sanding... traps.  He seems pretty content with it, especially since he only has to do it 3 
months out of  the year. 

During the cold season (aka Sept through May), Andrew can be found taking calls from and 
making special visits for his boss, the elusive Sherry “Cosmo” Cummings. Sure, she only comes to 
town a couple of  times a year, but she seems to have a lot of  control over a lot of  things.  

Andrew doesn't keep a record of  his jobs for Sherry and doesn't try to remember too much. As 
long as he's free to ice fish, skeet shoot, and trim his bonsai almost any time he wants, he doesn't 
mind getting his hands dirty when duty calls.

Andy seems to spend most of  his time alone, but once in a while he can be seen eating his lunch 
at the foot of  the Brainerd Water Tower. It seems like he's alone out there...but is he?

Backer(s) #12: Julie & Mike Lyman met at Bean Hole Days 20 years ago and have been 
making googly eyes at each other ever since. 

Julie teaches yoga classes at the Franklin Arts Center (where she's trying to get Julie Keck and 
Jessica King to trust their back bends).  She also volunteers every week at the food co-op.  She's 
even thinking about taking up vegan baking or jewelry making.

Mike, well, he doesn't do much of  anything. Why would he need to? When he invented that 
nozzle that turns liquid soap into foam soap, he was pretty much set for life. He still tinkers in his 
basement sometimes, plays golf  with Andrew Bichler during the "warm" season, and can 
sometimes be seen having lunch with Zak Forsman and looking at crazy looking blueprints. 
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Backer #13: Sherry ‘Cosmo’ Cummings: is not a born and bred Brainerd-ite, although 
you’d be hard-pressed to find someone who was a bigger fan of  this Paul Bunyan lovin' town.

Ten years ago Sherry traveled to Brainerd for the Ice House Parade but couldn’t find a room to 
stay in. So she did the most logical thing: she bought all of  the hotels and built a few new ones, 
most notably the Bunkhouse, which is maintained 365 days a year just for her visits. 

Although Sherry has a soft spot for her beloved Bunkhouse, she'd rather enjoy Brainerd from the 
comfort of  her own bed...the one on her yacht. Her dream: to sail from the Atlantic, westward 
via the St. Lawrence seaway, through the Great Lakes...and then to Brainerd. 

Yes, it’s true that there’s no water route connecting the Great Lakes to Brainerd. The realization 
of  Sherry’s dream will require that a crew of  manual laborers carry her yacht, Fitzcarraldo-style, 
to Lake Itasca Park so that it can enter the Mississippi River and travel to the Brainerd lakes 
region...but come on! All she wants is to combine her two passions: Brainerd and yachting. Is that 
so wrong?

Her local go-to guy Andrew Bichler is hard at work gathering a loyal team to turn her dream into 
a reality. A weird, freaky, caviar-laden reality. 

Backer #14: Sheri Candler is a trained ballerina and a master taxidermist, both trades 
passed on to her by her loving (and flexible) father.  As a little girl, she would do plies at her back 
yard barre while her father showed her how to carefully divorce skin from muscle.  When not on 
tour with the Nutcracker, she enjoyed trapped squirrels and rabbits and freezing them in poses 
that reminiscent of  West Side Story or Beach Blanket Bingo.  

Now that she’s an adult, Sheri’s moved on to bigger and better game, like bison, which she hunts 
and kills herself, so as to be sure to maintain respect for the carcass.  She then creates large scale 
taxidermy dioramas in her basement.

Gary King’s TILTtheTown Tattler reported recently that Sheri turned down an opportunity to 
do an installation at the Guggenheim. Sheri had no comment.

One thing The Tattler did not pick up on is that Sheri is working closely with Zak Forsman in 
hope that one day she can take the hunting trip of  a lifetime; Sheri plans to go to the Eocene 
Period to shoot and capture one of  the early mesonychids (a hoofed, wolf-like predator thought to 
be the precursor to the modern-day whale). We think it’s probably for a Fantasia project. We also 
think she’s going to need a bigger basement.
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Backer #16: Rachel Devenport was a little homesick when she first moved to TILTtheTown 
from England. She missed the bangers. She missed the mash. She missed her mum. It got so bad 
that even John Trigonis' Punch & Judy plays couldn't cheer her up. 

Then she took a business class by Lisa Vandever at the local college and decided that if  she was 
going to stay in Brainerd (and she was) she was going to have to make it home...so she did. 

Soon after Rachel opened The Go Go Pub, an oasis for Brit ex-pats and Brainerd locals alike. 

You can often find Oli Lewington drinking a warm pint and lending an ear to Danny Lacey, 
while Danny's girlfriend Jacqui Blay goes on and on in a booth to Christy DeHaven.  Even Aussie 
Christy Dena has been known to throw back a beer or two, and Rachel just added some shrimp 
off  the barbie to the menu in her honor.

Of  course, Rachel is careful not to say the word 'Barbie' too loud in front of  Jacqui lest she start 
on a new crying jag. Spot her a drink if  you see her, okay? 

Baker #17: Mari Kivisto: Thrill junkie Mari Kivisto believes that the most exciting adventure 
is the one you make for yourself, so she’s created her own 24hr/day, life-long reality show right 
here in TILTtheTown. According to her own rules, she’s not allowed to have a permanent place 
to live, a bank account, or a reliable mode of  transportation. As a result, you can often find her 
on Julie & Jessica's couch. 

It’s not as though Mari’s hard-up for cash; every action movie made in the last 5 years has 
featured some of  her fancy stunt work. And that’s how she pays for her trusty 24hr camera 
woman, Juliane Block.  (Juliane actually only works 12hr days; another mystery camera person 
covers the rest.)

Mari pays Juliane well, but that doesn’t put a dent in her big Hollywood paychecks. So what does 
she do with the rest of  her money? She donates anonymously to the local schools, the food co-op, 
the Franklin Arts Center, and the free clinic. Once in a while you can see her passing cash to 
resident puppeteer John Trigonis, but it’s not a handout: she likes to see him act out her action 
movies with his puppets.
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Backer #18: Juliet & Steve Sinclair aren’t your normal, average, everyday computer 
geniuses.  Oh, wait - maybe they are. Perfectly matched, Juliet and Steve run TILTbook, a virtual 
world / social networking website restricted to TILTtheTown residents.  Steve does all of  the 
coding, Juliet does all of  the client management, their son Evan creates all of  the graphics, and 
together they have created a place where TILTtheTownspeople create avatars and live out 
fantasies: 

Here’s just a taste of  what’s going on on TILTbook:
• Danny Lacey and Jacqui Blay are secretly dating other people on TILTbook, but they’re 

actually dating each other, just like in real life. Both are trying to figure out how to break it to 
the other that they’ve “found someone else;” neither has the heart to do it.

• Instead of  being a shy, heartbroken bloke, Oli Lewington is a playboy on TILTbook, and he’s 
cyber-wooing Dee Dennis, Leilani Holmes, and Christy Dena all at the same time. 

• In real life Roger Hjulstrom is an environmental activist; on TILTbook, he’s a strip mall 
magnate on TILTbook, slashing virtual rain forests and erecting dollar stores like no one’s 
business. His therapist, Pam Berman, says it’s a good way for him to develop empathy for those 
he’s up against in real life.

• On TILTbook, nun Karen Worden works at the TILTbook version of  Lisa Vandever’s Spice 
Rack, the Savory Shelf. David Branin, on the other hand, is still a cheese-making monk.

I wonder if  Mayor Paul Barrett is best friends with his gnome-hating nemesis Justin W. Hedges 
on TILTbook. Stranger things have happened...

Backer #19: Roger Hjulstrom is an aquaculturist obsessed with keeping the Brainerd area 
lakes free of  invasive species.  Both his waking and dreaming life are populated with creatures like 
the aggressive round goby, the predacious sea lamprey, the rusty crayfish, the umbellate flowering 
rush, the curlyleaf  pondweed, and the super stinky zebra mussel (which Sheri Candler is seriously 
thinking about adding to one of  her dioramas).  

Roger is vehemently opposed to Sherry Cummings’ yacht transplantation plan and has formed a 
local grassroots organization to raise money to stop her. The only problem: Sherry’s kept her 
plans so under wraps that no believes Roger’s story.  Sherry’s right hand man Andrew Bichler 
isn’t making things any easier for Roger. He was recently spotted dumping what might have been 
an Asian carp into Mud Lake. Roger’s hired Gary King to get to the bottom of  it. All of  it.
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Backer #21: John Trigonis was the 1st person from his family to graduate from Harvard Law 
School. Amongst his very brainy friends, he was the very 1st to pass the bar (the 1st time), the 1st 
to land a fancy job, and the 1st...no, ONLY one to walk out of  the courtroom and quit his job 
after the 1st day of  his 1st case. 

It’s not that John wasn’t good at it; it’s that he knew he was going to win.  John was defending a 
large fishing conglomerate from Brainerd aquaculturist Roger Hjulstrom’s accusation that their 
practices were unsafe to local species. John knew that he could counter Roger’s claims and even 
stick him with the Fish Inc.’s legal bill, but it just didn’t feel like the right thing to do. So he quit. 

His adoring parents supported his decision, of  course (they love their little Johnny), but they were 
a little taken aback when John announced that he wanted to move to Brainerd to be the resident 
puppeteer.  However, John thought a being a career puppeteer was only logical. He could make 
up stories, make his puppets fight, and then make them make up at the end, without messy legal 
entanglements. Happily ever after.  

John hosts his puppet shows from an elaborate hand built stage which he pulls around town on 
the back of  his motorcycle. The stage box is just big enough for him to hide himself  in while his 
puppets tell his stories. The stage box also serves as his home. There he sleeps, usually parked 
under the Brainerd Water Tower, amongst his puppets. Once in a while he spends the night at 
Marinell Montales’s new condo, waking her up with breakfast in bed and finger puppet love 
songs. Sometimes he lunches with Andrew Bichler. Sometimes he just sits and celebrates the day 
he quit being a lawyer.

Backer #22: Paul Barrett: Nothing happens in TILTtheTown without Paul Barrett’s 
approval. Paul is the mayor of  Tilt the Town and rules with an iron fist. Actually, he rules with a 
wooden fist, a prosthesis passed down from generation to generation in the Barrett family.  Paul’s 
great-great-great-grandfather was the 2nd mayor of  TILTtheTown after shooting the 1st mayor 
in a duel. As soon as the first mayor fell over dead, the new mayor Barrett pumped his fist in the 
air, and the dead mayor’s wife shot it off  - she was a little sore. Later, Paul’s g-g-grandfather (also 
a mayor) lost his hand in a hunting accident, his g-grandfather (a mayor as well) lost his in a train 
accident, a his grandfather (also a...oh, you get the picture) lost his, along with his heart, in San 
Francisco. Paul’s father never needed to employ the wooden fist as a replacement for his hand, 
but he told Paul on his dead bed that it was his biggest regret.  Since then, Paul has spent most of 
his time obsessing about ways in which he might lose his hand.  And time is running out. 

Recently Paul appealed to town doctor Gregor Collins to see if  the hangnail he had was reason 
to amputate. Dr. Collins said no and is now keeping a close eye on him.  In TILTtheTown 
meetings, Paul still uses the wooden fist to call the residents to order, usually having to slam his 
hammy gavel to get Mari Kivisto to drop the urban chicken issue already. Today he has a 
meeting with business woman Lisa Vandever about the goings on in her new warehouse off  of  
Washington.  He has no idea what he’s in for; this one might just distract him from his hand 
obsession...
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Backer(s) #23: David Branin and Karen Worden were never supposed to meet.  David 
grew up on a goat farm in Wisconsin making cheese and...well, that’s pretty much it. Karen spent 
her childhood in New York city, enjoying all that the city had to offer.   Around age 19 both 
David and Karen felt a sudden call to the ministry. David promptly dropped out of  college to join 
a monastery; Karen immediately gave up a lucrative singing contract to join a nunnery. Both felt 
very content  with their choices for a very long time.  David used his cheese making skills to 
create a new type of  mozzarella (Monk-made Moo) that inspired a chain of  pizza restaurants. 
Karen, always a beauty, was chosen as the face of  Monk-made Moo, and the two met at the 
grand opening of  the TILTtheTown store. Their chemistry was instant, and, without ever saying 
a word to each other (well, they couldn’t, partly b/c neither was allowed to speak), they both 
transfered to TILTtheTown.  

Every night David sneaks out of  TILTtheMonastery and Karen, out of  TILTtheNunnery.  They 
take canoes from opposite sides of  Lake Rice and meet in the middle, where they sit in their 
separate boats and hold hands.  Gary King has taken pictures of  them, but he’s too much of  a 
softie to print them in The Tattler.  John Trigonis performs a puppet play about them.  And Zak 
Forsman hopes to someday use his yet-to-be-finished time machine to take them both back to the 
tender age of  19 and introduce them before they took their vows of  silence.

Backer #24: Mireille Miskulin: Parents who don’t want their kids to turn out like Paul’s 
daughter Liz avoid the TILTtheTown public school system and send their kids to Mireille. 
Mireille can be seen every weekday between 7:30am and 2:30pm sheparding a small group of  7 - 
10yr olds around the town on foot.  You can’t miss her: she wears a large blue cape, a large blue 
hat, and stylish but sensible leather boots that go just above her knees. 

Mireille prides herself  on being a top-notch private teacher.  Her primary goal: to teach her 
students to be good people. Her secondary goal: to teach them to be smart ones. Mireille instructs  
by showing rather than telling, and, toward this end, Mireille takes her children on some amazing 
adventures.  Most of  her teaching happens within TILTtheTown, where Mireille calls on local 
professionals and artisans to display their skills for her students.  Just this week Mireille took the 
children to Jacqui Blay’s radio station, Gregor Collins’ doctor’s office, and Kim Garland’s bakery.  

On Fridays Mireille take her brood to Oli Lewington’s house, where Oli shows the kids how he’s 
trained his 12 love birds to dance.  Mireille knows that Oli buys a bird every time he gets his 
heart broken, and she always checks to see if  maybe he’s bought an 11th one, a blue one, for her.  
So far...no dice.  But what she’d love even more than to see a bird is to be asked on a date.
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Backer #25: Raffi Asdourian: During the summer, Raffi works at Beth Kaspar’s Bump & 
Grind, making iced coffees and coffed-icees and frappilattes and Brainerd Brainfreezes and...well, 
you get the idea. But the whole time he’s blending or shaking or frothing cool coffee treats, Raffi 
is dreaming of  his winter job: building his ice hotel. 

Every winter, just after the first big freeze, Raffi hews massive chucks of  ice from the middle of  
the small lakes, spending days on end carefully sculpting them and chipping them into ice chairs 
and ice tables and ice beds and ice magazine racks. Once he’s fashioned a hotel-load of  ice 
furniture, he carves bedrooms and dining rooms and ballrooms into North Long Lake, arranges 
the furniture, and then opens for business. 
Tourists come to stay for weeks on end in Raffi’s ice hotel, but locals rent rooms once in a while, 
too.  Sometimes, when John Trigonis gets a hefty tip from a grateful parent, he brings Marinell 
Montales to the fancy ice restaurant, for fancy sorbets and hot teas.  Lisa Vandever brings her 
sexy crew to the ballroom to dance and cool off  after an especially hot night at her burlesque 
amusement park.  And Raffi reserves a quiet ice bench in the middle of  everything so that David 
Branin and Karen Worden can sit quietly holding hands.

Backer #26: Juliane Block has lived around the world, but she’s never felt as happy as she has  
since moving into TILTtheTown. She loves her condo (especially swapping recipes with her 
neighbor Marinell Montales), but Julianne’s hectic schedule keeps her on the go almost 24 hours 
a day. Just the way she likes it.

During the day Juliane follows Mari Kivisto around and tapes her for her reality TV show, her 
eye glued to the view finder of  her camera.  She wears practical clothes, comfortable shoes, and 
keeps make-up and jewelry to a minimum so as not to distract Mari from...whatever she does on 
her reality show. 

At night, however, Juliane indulges her other side, her flashy side, her girly side. As a featured fan 
dancer at Lisa Vandever’s Burlesque Amusement Park, Juliane struts her stuff  on stage, showing 
more than her mother would like her to but not enough to ruin her changes to be mayor of  
TILTtheTown someday (if  the Barrett family every loosens their hold.) Andrew Elias brings her 
flowers every night. Julianne leaves them on Marinell’s doorstep and lets her think they’re from 
John Trigonis. 
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Backer #27: Gregor Collins wasn’t always a doctor.  A long time ago he was a little boy who 
only played at being a doctor. 

When his friends fell down, he’d wrap up the heads in toilet paper (2-ply always) and shine 
flashlights into their eyes to check for signs of  concussion. When his mother nicked her finger 
making dinner, he’d make her hold her hand above her heart to slow the blood while he applied a 
tourniquet using his blanky. 

Gregor sailed through medical school (rooming with John Trigonis during undergrad) and landed 
the residency of  his dreams at TILTtheTown Hospital. This allowed him to practice the skills 
that he loved while living close to his parents. Very close, actually. He lives in their basement. 

Why would he want to live anywhere else? He doesn’t have to pay rent (paid off  the mortgage for 
his folks, actually), he doesn’t have to make his meals (Mom’s a great cook), and he’s only steps 
from work. The only person who’s ever made him seriously consider moving out of  his parents’ 
house is private tutor Mireille, who's always bringing her gaggle of  students to the hospital for 
science lessons. Maybe someday he’ll work up the nerve to ask her over for some of  his mom’s 
meatloaf. until then...it’s work work work. 

Backer #28: Lisa Vandever loves nothing more than to lounge around her cushy pad in her 
fluffy robe and her silk slippers. No, wait - she also likes the silk robe and the fluffy slippers. It 
doesn't matter. If  Lisa's home, she's relaxing, perhaps watching Mari Kivisto’s reality show on her 
enormous TV or listening to some of  Bill Finn's music on her surround sound stereo. 

Lisa's home is her castle. No, seriously - it's real a castle. With a moat and everything.

How can she afford that? Well, not that it's any of  your business, but Lisa is a self-made woman, 
having owned many businesses throughout her lifetime. Her first was a surprisingly successful 
snow cone stand in Alaska (yes, she's THAT persuasive); her latest, The Spice Rack, an adult-
themed amusement park parked right here in TILTtheTown. 

What's Lisa's next business going to be? Hold your horses! Isn't The Spice Rack enough for you?

Backer #29: Dee Dennis knows everything about small towns. Oh, goodness no - she’s not 
FROM one! Dee’s an NYC girl through and through. She trots around TILTtheTown in her 
haute couture dresses and her Jimmy Chou stilletoes gathering information her doctoral thesis, 
which was inspired by her love for John Cougar Mellencamp, entitled: “I Was NOT Born in a 
Small Town: The Dee Dennis Story.” 

Did we say it was a doctoral thesis?  Hmm, it’s more of  a screenplay, but don’t get into a debate 
with Dee about it - she could talk Justice Alito out of  his robe.  Dee can usually be found hanging 
out at the Last Turn Saloon teaching young bartender Teddy how to make the perfect cosmo and 
talking with firewoman Kim Garland about the benefits of  the cold Brainerd weather on skin 
tone. 
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Backer #30: Kim Garland: While Kim Garland was growing up in TILTtheTown, she was 
always cold. Her nose was cold. Her toes were cold. Even her tush was cold. She vowed very 
early to have a job that would keep her warm all of  the time, and she found it: as the fire chief  of 
TILTtheTown. No, there aren’t constant fires around town, but Kim does wear her protective 
fire hear most of  the time. 

When the fire sirens wail, Kim is calm, confident, and ready for action, snuffing out the flames 
expertly.  When she’s not putting out fires, you can find Kim in a yoga class at Hot Cross Buns 
Bakery and Yoga Studio with Dr. Gregor Collins or sipping a hot toddy at the Last Turn Saloon, 
where Dee Dennis has been trying to talk her into opening a fancy dress shop called Hot 
Couture.  If  you’re free, go and grab a seat next to her. She’s the one in the bright yellow overalls 
and big yellow helmet.

Backer #31: Susan Williamson loves love. That’s why she opened TILTtheTown’s only 24hr 
wedding chapel, More Amore.  At More Amore, eager fiances can tie the knot, swap vows, and 
exchange rings.  

Packages range from the Economy Shot Gun Wedding Package (which includes two basic gold 
bands, a plastic tiara, a clip-on bow tie, wedding music by Bill Finn on a CD, and a script for 
calling and breaking the news to your folks for $99.99) to the extravagant Bon Voyage Wedding 
Package (which includes two custom-made rings designed by resident jeweler Laura Costantino, 
Bill Finn directing a live orchestra, a rocking reception at Lisa Vandever’s Spice Rack, and a trip 
around the world on Sherry ‘Cosmo’ Cummings’ yacht for the high, high price of...well, just call 
Susan to talk about it.)

Extras available a la carte at More Amore include tuxedos (of  course), corsages, and wild rice to 
throw at the happy newlyweds. 

Backer #32: Jacqui Blay has been very patient with her boyfriend Danny Lacey's creative 
projects over the years. When she met him, Danny had a band. Then he was into pottery. And 
then there was his hair styling phase. 

But Jacqui never minded; Danny's whims are part of  what drew her to him. However, this Barbie 
movie thing has become an obsession. And oh, she hates to admit it: she's a little jealous.

Jacqui hopes Danny'll comes to his senses (or pick up a new hobby) after a few days at the 
YMCA. Until then, she has Danny's old CDs and her job as TILTtheTown's only radio host 
(weekdays from 3 - 6pm) to keep her warm.
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Backer #33: Christy DeHaven’s humble abode is the most lavishly decorated of  all 
TILTtheTown homes. No, she’s not as rich as Cosmo Cummings.  No, she can’t carve her own 
furniture out of  ice like Raffi Asdourian.  And no, she doesn’t get gifts of  divans and ottomans 
and works of  art from hopeful suiters like Juliane Block.  However, Christy DeHaven has 
committed every piece of  furnitire in every house in TILTtheTown to memory because she’s 
been in all of  them...as the cleaning lady.

Without a doubt, Christy is the best at what she does. That’s why everyone uses her. You will find 
not one crumb in a the kitchen, not one cobweb in the cellar, not one spider in the sitting room 
after Christy has come for a visit.

But, while Christy’s cleaning, she’s also planning and plotting. When someone kicks the bucket, 
she’s first in line at the estate sale to snatch up the best pieces. Christy’s deep and obsessive 
knowledge about quality finds and prices makes her a dangerous bidder at auctions, and she’ll 
stop at nothing to get the perfect tea set for her mahogany Laurel Burl finished veneer pedestal 
dining room table. By the way, she bought that $1200 table for $10 from Betty after Betty’s father 
passed away. Sure, maybe she took a little advantage of  the situation, but she also cleans Betty’s 
toilet. Let’s not judge.

Backer #34: Leilani Holmes has a green thumb, literally. She was born with a rare skin 
disorder (extremely rare, she might be the only person with it in the world) that makes a teeny, 
tiny green shrub sprout from her right thumbnail.  Some people would search high and low for a 
cure, but not Leilani: she’s grown to love it, and so has the rest of  TILTtheTown. 

In the middle of  the winter when even the snow on top of  the snow is covered with snow and 
there’s nothing to be seen but the white of  the (you know what) and the bare brown trees, 
townspeople stop by Leilani’s place to wonder at her always green thumb shrub. It gives them 
hope that spring will be back (someday) and carries them through the seemingly endless cold 
season.

Since Leilani has a literal green thumb, she decided she might as have a figurative one as well. 
During the summer, Leilani in charge of  the TILTtheTown community garden, and she donates 
her entire summer bounty to the Food Co-op.  During the winter Leilani tends orchids in her 
basement. Laura Costantino comes to Leilani’s orchid basement to get inspiration and raw 
materials for her special jewelry, Mireille brings her students by to teach them lessons about life 
and death, and sometimes Lisa Vandever brings her dancers there to show them that looking 
beautiful does not always mean shaking it like a Polaroid picture.
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Backer #35: Christy Dena: Noted cartographer Christy Dena is in town for just a short 
period of  time, but what she’s working on is meant to preserve TILTtheTown forever.  Inspired 
by aboriginal dream maps/paintings from Australia, Christy is creating maps that document the 
oral history of  TILTtheTown dating back to Paul Bunyan and before.  

Christy’s maps don’t document the position of  highways or water towers.  They document 
Andrew Elias’ slow and steady seclusion, how Zak Forsman’s family passes the responsibility of  
preserving Paul Bunyan’s legend from generation to generation (and Zak’s efforts to avoid the 
mantle), how Raffi is worked his way up from ice doll house sculpture to ice hotel sculpture, how 
love bird laden Oli Lewington is closer to finding the love of  his life than he knows, and how 
Danny Lacey (from his humble room at the YMCA) is about to find filmmaking stardom that will 
win him not only an invitation to the Oscars but an invitation to move back in with with his 
beloved Jacqui Blay.  

If  you live in TILTtheTown, you just may end up on one of  those maps.  Christy’s planning a 
show to share her maps with TILTtheTown at the beginning of  August.  Small versions of  her 
maps will be on display at the Franklin Art Center; live-size versions of  her maps will be sprayed 
all over TILTtheTown by graffiti artist Gregory Bayne.

Backer #36: Gregroy Bayne: Graffiti artist Gregory Bayne has spent his entire life tagging his 
way from big city to big city, but when he got kicked off  the MegaBus (“Last stop!”) at 
TILTtheTown last winter, his breath was taken away by the vast canvas spread before him.  
Diamond-like lakes provided him with the perfect palettes for his pressurized painting tools, and 
he knew he was here to stay at least until the next thaw.  

He expected to be sad when his masterpieces melted away with the warmer weather, but as 
colorful puddles of  his former paintings began seeping back into the lake, he only became 
inspired.  Next, Gregory’s eye was drawn inward to the Brainerd Water Tower. The shadows cast 
upon TILTtheDowntown fascinated him, and he started using his spray paints and power 
painters to graffiti shadows of  things that weren’t there. Outside of  Rachel Devenport’s Go Go 
Gadget Arms, Gregory added shadows of  teenagers standing in line to get their fake IDs 
checked, as well as a steady stream of  those turned away.  In front of  the Paul Bunyan statue 
across the street from the Sawmill Cafe is an exaggerated shadow of  Paul and his companion 
Babe the Blue Ox sporting enormous bunny ears.  And stretching away from the main stage at 
The Spice Rack is the shadow of  a dancer donning a tutu and pointe shoes (most likely inspired 
by former prima ballerina Sheri Candler).

Currently Gregory is working with historical cartographer Chrisy Dena to create life-sized 
versions of  her TILTtheTown historical maps. He’s especially excited about spraying Trigonis 
and Marinell’s love story across the side of  the Brainerd Water Tower while suspended by Corrie 
Davidson’s helicopter. 
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Backer #37: Jeff  Lyman & Becki Reade: By day, Jeff  Lyman and Becki Reade are normal, 
law abiding, unassuming TILTtheTownspeople. They go to work, pay their bills, walk their cats 
(yes, this happens), and shovel their driveways like everyone else.  At night if  you’re snooping 
(What are you? A peeping Tom?) you can see the TV flickering the living room window, and, 
around 10:30pm (right after Lilia Cardenas’ late night news ends), all the lights in their house go 
out. All seems quiet in the Lyman-Reade house, and it is...because Jeff  and Becki have been gone 
for hours.

Jeff  and Becki are TILTtheTown’s best (and only) cat burglars, but they don’t just steal things - 
they trade things in people’s houses for other things in other people’s houses.  Last week they 
repalced Marinell Montales’ leopard print divan with one of  Mike Merell’s camouflaged 
camping chairs.  They swapped Leilani’s jeweler’s loupe for Gregory Bayne’s favorite set of  spray 
paints. They even replaced Mireille M’s blue cape for one of  Juliane Block’s favorite feather boas. 
You’d think this would cause quite a stir throughout TILTtheTown, but here’s the funny thing: 
everyone secretly loves it. Waking up to a new thing where their normal thing used to be is sort of 
exciting, like a little version of  Christmas.  Plus, everyone knows that whatever Jeff  and Becki 
have taken will be returned the following night.  If  fact, when TILTtheTowners wake up and find 
that Jeff  and Beckie haven’t switched something of  theirs for something of  someone else’s, they’re 
secretly a little disappointed. But there’s always tomorrow...

There are a few things Jeff  and Becki won’t touch: everything in Christy DeHaven’s house (she’s 
worked so hard for it); everything in Andrew Elias’ house (no need to upset him further); Mayor 
Paul Barrett’s wooden hand (not that he’s using it or anything); and Kim Garland’s fire hose 
(they’re not trying to kill anyone - jeez.) 

Backer #38: Corrie Davidson wasn’t sure what she was going to do with the helicopter she 
won on that Japanese game show, but it sure has come in handy around TILTtheTown. So far 
she’s used it to hoist large pieces of  ice furniture up and into Raffi Asdourian’s underwater...er, 
under-ice ice hotel in North Long Lake. Marinell Montales commissioned her to haul roller 
coaster parts from David Spies’ workshop to The Spice Rack. She’s even taken Mireille M’s 
students for tours of  TILTtheTown and surrounding areas. 

Just the other day Corrie was called upon by the TILTtheTown police to do a flyover of  the lakes 
to look for clues to a mysterious disappearance. She’s not allowed to say anything about it 
publicly (no matter how hard The Tattler’s Gary King presses her). Let’s just say she’s still a little 
creeped out by the assignment.

Soon she’ll be helping Gregory Bayne out with a project that involves the water tower, a love 
story, and maps by cartographer Christy Dena. You’ll have to find their TILTtheTown bios for 
more info...
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Backer #39: Lucas McNelly: Master seamster Lucas McNelly is probably too busy to take on 
your project, but that doesn’t mean you shouldn’t ask. 

After years of  running his own car repair shop, he gave up the hub caps and alternators for 
thimbles and notions. Why? Well, he’s good at sewing. He grew up watching his mother and 
grandmother threading needles and darning socks and loved the stillness and concentration 
involved. He liked cars, too, which is why he ran the car shop, but now he likes going home at the 
end of  the day without grease under his fingernails. He still wears a jumpsuit, though.

Current projects include: costumes for dancers at Lisa Vandever’s Spice Rack; costumes for John 
Trigonis’ puppets; a new cape for Mireille M to usher her students around town in; cushions for 
Corrie Davidson's helicopter; and a new flannel-inspired wardrobe for big city transplant Mike 
Merell.

Backer #40: Laura Costantino: Most jewelers use the standards (gold, diamonds, pearls) to 
create their masterpieces. Laura Costantino, on the other hand, is a different sort of  jeweler.  A 
fan of  Heian era poetry, Laura takes the idea of  mono no aware (the sadness of  things) to heart.  
She understands that the key to beauty is impermanence and so she crafts opera worthy chokers 
out of  lilacs and lilies, riveting rings out of  wild rice and roses, and bad-ass bracelets out of  burrs 
and basil. In the colder seasons when there are no flowers or herbs to be found, Laura turns chips 
of  the local lakes left over from Raffi Asdourian’s ice hotel excavation into towering temporary 
tiaras and exquisite, ethereal earrings. 

Often you can find Laura hanging out in Leilani Holmes’ basement orchid garden or on the 
banks of  Rice Lake helping Roger Hjulstrom with fish counts for his conservation efforts. 

Backer #41: First Glance Films: When First Glance Film's Bill Ostroff  rolled into town, the 
first thing he did was set up the First Glance TILTtheTown Film Festival. The second thing he 
did: open First Glance Fitness Center. 

Bill believes that making movies and watching them requires a healthy mind and body, so he 
strives to provide TILTtheTown with the perfect place to wind down, beef  up, and recharge so 
that they are ready for whatever indie movie challenge lies ahead. Whether you make movies, 
review them, or just enjoy them, FGFC has something for you.

He invented these signature classes just for FGFC: Pilates for PMDs, karaoke kick boxing, kung 
fu filmmaking, 3-D yoga for cinematographers, and screenwriter synchronized swimming.  These 
classes are copyrighted, so don't even think about setting up a rival gym. Of  course, if  you're 
interested in franchising opportunities...call Bill.
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Backer #42: David Spies has never been courted so urgently as he was by Marinell Montales. 
No, she was trying to date David (her heart is spoken for by Trigonis the Puppeteer); Marinell 
commissioned David to move to TILTtheTown and design all of  the adult-sized rides for Lisa 
Vandever’s indoor burlesque amusement park, The Spice Rack. David wasn’t sure if  a move 
from the West coast to the middle of  the upper Midwest was right for him, but when he saw the 
salary proposed on Marinell’s rose-colored contract (printed on wild rice paper, of  course), he 
decided that 8 months of  winter couldn’t be all that bad.

So far David has designed the Rice Lake Rocker, a roller coaster whose highest hill is 5 times the 
height of  the TILTtheTown Water Tower); the TILT-a-whirl, a dizzying array of  mechanical 
arms and legs that spin silly city slickers until they spend their whole vacation allowance on 
TILTtheTown sun visors and shoe laces; and the Brainerd Bomber, a skydiving ride that allows 
thrill seekers to free-fall alongside a towering tropical water fall. Can’t get that at the Mall of  
America. 

Danny Lacey and Jacqui Blay regularly break-up and then make-up on the Rice Lake Rocker. 
and the Brainerd Bomber is the only place where Andrew Elias can go (besides his overstuffed 
living room) to feel safe.

Backer #43: Justin W. Hedges didn’t become the president of  the Home Owners Association 
because he wanted to contribute to his community or because he likes the lime light.  He did it 
out of  spite.  Why?  Mostly because he hates garden gnomes.  (By the way, Garden Gnome is his 
pet name for TILTtheTown Mayor Paul Barrett.) 

Justin is convinced that it was Mayor Barrett’s garden gnomes brought down his property values 
last year (rather than the large candy corn sculpture in his back yard), and he’s not going to rest 
until he unseats him.  His first step towards usurping Barrett: banning garden gnomes, which he 
accomplished last week. His second step: unseating Barrett as mayor.

Other issues Hedges has tackled since assuming his HOA presidency: trying to designate David 
Branin’s monastery and Karen Worden’s nunnery as private residencies so that they have to buy 
the standard TILTtheTown HOA-approved brick mail boxes; banning advertisement of  Lisa 
Vandever’s Spice Rack North of  Washington Ave. (for the sake of  ‘the children’); and trying to 
convince all home owners to get the same locks for their front doors so that beloved cat burglars 
Jeff  Lyman and Becki Reade could spend less time picking locks and more time swapping 
valuables. See? He’s not a totally bad guy.
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Backer #44: Lilia Cardenas: TILTtheTown’s sole news anchor Lilia Cardenas takes her job 
seriously. Very seriously.  Her tagline: “All the news that’s fit to TILT.”  While The TILTtheTown 
Tattler’s owner (and sole reporter) Gary King opts to get all of  his news through wire-tapping 
and binoculars, Lilia schleps her microphone and camera to every public event hoping for the 
interview that’ll get her noticed by the big new affiliates. Right now her husband Robert is in 
charge of  the microphone and her daughter Camille is in charge of  filming. 

Just this week Lilia covered several public functions for her news show: 

 • a ribbon cutting ceremony for a ferris wheel (the biggest in North America, designed by 
David Spies) at Lisa Vandever’s Spice Rack;

 • a press conference in which Paul Bunyan descendant and local celebrity Zak Forsman 
stated that he’s absolutely, positively not doing anything shady in his basement;

 • a town hall meeting where Mayor Paul Barrett found out someone is trying to steal his 
title;

 • the most recent home owners association meeting, in which HOA president Justin W. 
Hedges tried designate Trigonis the Puppeteer’s traveling puppet stage as a home and, 
therefore, subject to the new ‘no garden gnomes’ rule;

 • and a public debate where Hot Cross Buns yoga instructor Julie Lyman squared off  with 
First Glance Fitness Center's Bill Ostroff  about whose exercise regimen was the healthiest 
(moderated by Dr. Gregor Collins, of  course.)

What’s Lilia’s big secret? She’s terrified of  being on camera. Every night before her news show 
goes live, she drinks an elixir delivered to her dressing room by TILTtheTown pharmacist Oli 
Lewington (who has a love bird names Lilia, by the way). It immediately calms her nerves and 
makes her feel just a little more tender towards her druggist...

Backer #45: John Paul Rice: It’s not easy growing up in Minnesota with a last name like 
Rice, but John Paul Rice did the best he could. “Hey, John, love your wild Rice soup. Tastes like 
loser.” “Hey, John...” Wait, actually that first insult was the only one the bullies could come up 
with (nice one, Phil Holbrook), but that didn’t make it sting any less.  

Instead of  letting the teasing bring him down, John Paul turned the bane of  his existence into the 
work of  a lifetime.  The inventor of  such popular products as wild rice paper (used in vegan sushi 
rolls at TILTtheTown’s Hot Cross Buns Organic Bakery and Yoga Studio) and wild rice pudding 
(recently added to the menu at Rachel Devenport’s pub, Go Go Gadget Arms), John Paul is now 
working on making Minnesota wild rice the official food of  the Olympics, an alternative fuel 
source for hybrid cars, and the highest selling cash crop in the U.S. Watch out corn and soy 
beans!
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Backer #46: Carly Eckerle Beebe has been around the world a hundred times. She’s also 
shot herself  to the moon and back and slipped into the past a time or two.  No, she hasn’t been 
using Zak Forsman’s secret basement project.  She just reads a lot. Yeah, I know, we all say we 
read a lot but she really reads a lot. A LOT. 

Carly reads a book a day, no matter how long the book is ot what else is on her schedule.  Luckily 
this doesn’t stop her from working full time (and developing amazingly tasty and healthy delights) 
at First Glance Fitness Center’s smoothie and sushi bar.  

This week Carly read Wuthering Heights while perfecting her Minnesota Mango smoothie recipe 
(no actual mangoes in the recipe, by the way - she knows Andrew Elias is allergic to them). Then 
she read Frankenstein while developing new TILTtheTown favorite Wild Rice Sushi slammer 
(thanks to John Paul Rice’s new wild rice paper invention). She also provides the afternoon snack 
for Mireille M’s flock of  ankle biters. 

Backer #47: 4D4 Films : When W.L. & Valerie Wittstruck were told the witness protection 
program was relocating them, they were happy.  When they were told they were being relocated 
to TILTtheTown, Minnesota, they were skeptical.  W.L. and Valerie were one of  the hottest 
dueling piano tickets in Vegas, but when they were caught in the middle of  a gun fight started 
when one mobster wanted them to play “My Way” and another wanted “Walk This Way,” they 
knew they had to get out of  town. 

Now stuck in #TILTtheTown, they’re making the most of  it and trying desperately to avoid 
tickling the ivories, which could tip off  their enemies to their whereabouts.  W.L. has kept his 
hands busy pulling Monk-Made Moo mozzarella at the TILTtheTown monastery with David 
Branin. Valerie on the other hand, has had some trouble finding her new calling. She served as 
the hair and make-up person for nun Karen Worden (the face of  Monk-made moo) until it was 
discovered that Karen was so naturally beautiful that she needed help with neither hair nor 
make-up.  

Then Valerie bounced around from The Spice Rack (she was fired from her job as a ride 
operator because the constant merry-go-round music made her cry) to the Last Turn Saloon (she 
quit because bartender Teddy gave her the creeps) to Jake Stetler’s gun shop / pool hall / 
brewery Lock-n-Load (she quit because she’s just not a fan of  shots. Get it?)  Currently she’s 
helping Kim Garland out as a volunteer fire woman, and this works out well for her and W.L. 
The feds foot the bill for their housing and they get a small stipend for other living expenses, so 
they can survive on W.L.’s monastery income just fine.  

For their own safety, they’re careful to stay away from places filled with music, although at night 
you can see them sitting next to one another at the dining room table and swaying back and 
forth.

27



Backer #48: Jeff  Bouthiette is tall. Really tall. Like, Paul Bunyan Tall. So he’s called in 
regularly to do tall guy things.  He’s the volunteer firefighter that fire chief  Kim Garland calls 
upon when one of  Oli Lewington’s birds won’t come down from a tree. He’s the one Christy 
DeHaven calls on when her cleaning lady ladder doesn’t reach the highest light bulbs in a 
TILTtheTown chandelier. And he’s the only person in town who Marinell Montales can call on 
when David Spies roller coaster’s need quick adjustments at the Spice Rack.

Jeff ’s secret: he’s not really that tall.  Not at all.  Jeff  was taller than his classmates when he was in 
5th grade, and he liked the attention. When his friends started catching up with him, though, he 
needed a back-up plan. So he called on his best friend Allen Doederlein to join him in what 
turned out to be a lifetime journey of  fake tallness. Tall-alility. Height, if  you will. 

In addition to being freakishly strong, Allen has a smooth, smooth voice, and he serves not only 
as Jeff  legs but as his voice. They use a complicated microphone / speaker contraption to project 
Allen’s voice from Jeff ’s face.

Only those who can read minds (ahem...Pam Berman) or who can carefully analyze voice / lip 
coordination (no one in TILTtheTown yet) would know what Jeff  and Allen are up to, which is 
mostly just having fun.  Allen sometimes runs, allowing the wind to flow through Jeff ’s burgundy 
locks. And other times Allen pretends to have laryngitis so that Jeff  has to pantomime with those 
he interacts with.

Allen isn’t always hidden under Jeff ’s long, long coat; during the winter, Jeff  pretends to take a 
long vacation, and they check into Raffi’s ice hotel, with Allen on top and Jeff  taking over 
speaking duties. 

Backer #49: Jake Stetler: When former prize fighter Jake Stetler strutted into TILTtheTown 
in his ten gallon hat, he was ready for a fight.  Not a lot of  people in his line of  work took kindly 
to a cowboy boots and leather chaps in the boxing ring, but that only spurred Jake on.  After 
beating up all worthy contenders in the other 49 states, Jake was ready to conquer Minnesota.  
Unfortunately, no one in his first stop, TILTtheTown, was up for a fight, so Jake decided to hang 
out and wait until someone took him up on his ass kicking offer. After a few months, Jake lost his 
bloodlust and decided to plant some roots. 

Jake eventually opened Lock-n-Load, a micro-brewery / water gun shop.  Guns and beer do not 
go well together, but water guns and beer are hilarious.  

Jake, who gets more and more 'Minnesota nice' by the minute, keeps Lock-n-Load warm and 
toasty and won't let anyone leave with wet hair.  Sure, things get a little rowdy sometimes, but 
never too rowdy: when things start to get out of  hand, all Jake has to do is point to his big gold 
belt, evidence of  his boxing prowess, and things settle down. 

This is a popular spot for big men who like to feel like little kids. 
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Backer #50: Alex Luster has spent his entire adult life keeping the residents of  TILTtheTown 
safe, and he takes pride in being the sheriff.  However, lately his peace keeping skills appear to be 
slipping.  A string of  violent crimes have rocked the town, but Sheriff  Luster is distracted, the 
heavy work falling to Deputy Sheriff  David.  

Is Sheriff  Luster agitated about the opening of  the line-crossing Spice Rack Burlesque 
Amusement Park? No. Is he hot on the trail of  the mysterious TILTtheTown cat burglars? Nope. 
What consumes Sheriff  Luster most is TILTtheTown’s resident graffiti artist Gregory Bayne.  

Luster doesn’t see Bayne’s spray painted art as art at all. He sees it unlawful defacement of  public 
and private property, pure and simple. Bayne gets a kick out of  irking Sheriff  Luster and has 
taken to portraying him in large portraits on the sides of  TILTtheTown buildings. As a result, 
Luster now spends most of  his days carting a graffiti blaster around town and power washing 
pictures of  himself  from the sides of  walls.

Backer #51: Pam Berman is the best psychoanalyst in not only TILTtheTown but the world.  
People come from far and wide to share their problems and ask for advice.  Rather than taking 
years and years like normal therapy, Pam’s treatment generally lasts 1 to 2 sessions.  Why so 
brief ?  Because Pam has a trick up her sleeve - she’s psychic.  

Pam doesn’t tell her clients about her special ability (doesn’t want to written off  as a crackpot), 
but she uses it freely to see not only what troubles her clients right now but their futures.  As a 
result, she’s able to swiftly assess and make suggestions that can truly set her clients on a better 
path.  Not surprisingly, Pam’s abilities are very draining, and this is why she keeps her sister, 
opera singer Diane Lyman, close by to sing her lullabies and calm her soul. 

Do Pam’s special skills help everyone?  Most but not all.  Some opt to ignore her advice and work 
out their issues out on their own.  Others seek her counsel only to hurl insults at her (usually b/c 
they have mommy issues).  And a handful show up on Pam’s doorstep just wanting a little 
kindness and compassion; Pam is free with both.  

When people don’t take her advice, Pam doesn’t take it personally.  She’s secure in the knowledge 
that some people have the capacity to changes and others don’t.  Plus, she knows that she’ll get to 
retire in a year or so (actually in 10 months, 4 days, and 3.25 hrs) after a minor fender-bender 
erases her psychic abilities. Finally...a quiet mind and lazy Sundays with her sister.
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Backer #52: Lynn R. Tackitt invented TILTtheTown’s Tackitt Packet - a welcoming guide 
for new folks who move into town.  Lynn has reliable connections in the TILTtheTown real 
estate community, and when someone moves out, she immediately finds out who’s moving in.  
When their first moving truck rolls into the driveway, Lynn is there with a smile, a casserole, and 
her trusty Tackitt Packet, which consists of: 
• a list of  restaurants who offer discounts to new residents on their first visit (including Matt’s E 

Squared Cafe);
• a list of  performances and rides at The Spice Rack (including up-to-date times for Juliane 

Block’s fan dances as Marsha Mallow);
• a list of  local celebrities (Zak Forsman, Paul Bunyan descendant is the first and last person on 

the list); 
• and a schedule of  the various festivals and parades, including the Ice House Parade, Bean Hole 

Days, and the newly added Garden Gnome Parade.

Backer #54: Randy Finch is TILTtheTown’s resident statistician and data collector.  Randy 
keeps counts and lists of  everything in Brainerd.  

For the past few years, Randy’s worked with Sheriff  Alex Luster recording crime statistics, which 
really just meant that they got to have lunch on the town’s dime and catch up on old times 
because nothing much happened crime-wise in TILTtheTown...until just recently.  Now Sheriff  
Luster’s busy, and he’s suspended his lunchtime meetings with Finch, which gives Finch more 
time to fact-find.

Finch started updating his lists:
• 13178 people in TILTtheTown (6057 men, 7121 women)
• 562 in apartments, 324 in ranch-style homes, 6036 live in detached single family homes, etc.
...and then he realized that the hard fast he used to love aren’t hard anymore - they’re boring.  

Now Finch is recording other kinds of  stats:
• 0 = the # of  small animals Sheri Candler stuffed last weekend
• 1 = the # of  times she watched herself  in an old recording of  the Nutcracker Suite 
• 2 = the # of  times Trigonis had breakfast at Marinell’s last week
• 3 = average # of  pots of  coffee Tiffany Tate brews at her coffee house on Tuesdays
• 4 = the # of  times Mireille M took her gaggle of  students past Oli Lewington’s house last week
• 5 = the # of  times Andrew Elias went on the Brainerd Bomber at the Spice Rack yesterday
• 6 = the # of  houses Jeff  and Becky Lyman hit in a typical night of  cat burgling. 
These numbers...these will tide Randy over until he can start counting the bodies for Sheriff  
Luster again.
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Backer #55: Diana Holbrook: TILT Director Phil Holbrook inherited his love of  movies 
from his mother Diana. A great beauty, Diana starred in many movies (mostly Italian) and 
amassed a following that rivaled Bridget Bardot's. 

When she had her son Phil, Diana could have strapped him to her back and continued her jet-
setting life, but she decided to move to TILTtheTown instead to provide him with a more 
grounded childhood.

Diana might have given up Hollywood, but she didn't give up movies.  Soon after her movie, she 
built Diana's Double Drive-In.  

Yes, TILTtheTown is covered in 5ft of  snow for most of  the year, but that didn't stop Diana from 
providing a warm and satisfying cinema experience; her drive-in is sheltered in an enormous 
warehouse that houses two separate screens and uncountable exciting vehicles for movie goers to 
settle into. And the food - wow. You eat it to believe it.

Backer #56: Roko Belic has one of  the most controversial jobs in TILTtheTown: he runs a 
business in his basement manufacturing of  garden gnomes.  Mayor Barrett threw a huge party in 
his honor when he moved in, but home owners association president Justin W. Hedges has been 
on his case since day one, making sure he’s paying his dues, making sure he has the association-
approved mailbox, and fining him because his ‘business operations’ are too loud for his 
‘residential neighborhood.’  

Luckily now Roko has the Gnome Day Parade to plan with Mayor Barrett.  Earlier today he did 
an interview with TILTtheTown reporter Lilia Cardenas in which he said that the Gnome Day 
Parade was “sure to be better than Bean Hole Days.” Lilia’s hard-hitting response: “Those are 
strong words, Belic. Strong words.”  

Backer #57: Tiffany Tate is a talented ceramicist who provides TILTtheTown businesses with 
mugs, plates, and more.  She throws Bump & Grind mugs for Beth Kaspar, “Welcome to 
Brainerd” mugs for Lynn R. Tackitt’s new resident Tackitt Packet, ceramic martini glasses for 
Lisa Vandever’s Spice Rack, ceramic brake plates for David Spies’ roller coasters, ceramic beer 
steins for Jake Stetler’s Lock & Load water gun shop / micro-brewery, cafeteria-style trays for 
Rachel Devenport’s Go Go Gadget Pub,  and plates and bowls for the E Squared Cafe.  Her 
biggest customer, however, is an anonymous one who requests 100 garden gnomes a month. 

Once in a while, when she’s feeling feisty, Tiffany makes something a little sloppy and throws it 
into a lake for TILTtheTown acheologist Eilidh Ellery to marvel over, assess, and then debunk. 
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Backer #58: Leontine Greenberg: Once upon a time in a land called TILTtheTown 
marathon runner Leontine Greenberg was taking her daily run when she stepped into a pot hole 
(it was actually just a graffiti pot hole by Gregory Bayne, but it was no less injurious) and sprained 
her ankle.  Dr. Gregor Collins said she was going to have to stay off  her foot for a week and then 
stick to low-impact exercise for another six. This meant no summer marathons, and this dumped 
Leontine into a funk that not even her best friend Nina-Rose could pull her out of.  Her therapist 
(Pam Berman) suggested she try water aerobic (with a twinkle in her eye). Leontine had no choice 
but to give it a try.

On her first day at the pool, Leontine felt very out of  place. She was 30-something; her 
classmates were all 60- and 70-something.  She was wearing a sleek black Speedo swimming suit; 
they were in bright and beautiful floral print swimming skirts and ruffled swimming caps.  They 
all had best friends, matching goggles, stories about their grandkids, and a special spot in the 
pool; Leontine just had a sore ankle and water trapped in her ear.  Mama bears Diane Lyman 
and Diana Holbrook tried to make Leontine feel at home, but it was no use.

Leontine had already sloshed to the side of  the pool and started pulling herself  up the ladder 
when a tall, dark, handsome, and slightly sad man caught her eye.  

As if  in a dream, Leontine slipped back into the pool and claimed a spot at the back of  the 
group. She could have sworn she’s met this quiet yet commanding instructor before. He made 
her feel safe and tingly, as if  he could save her from not only her sore ankle but also speeding 
busses, time traveling lake houses, time traveling Valley Boy speakers, and scary Jack Nicholson-
esque cyber baddies wearing black sunglasses. Leontine stayed for the rest of  that class and came 
back every M-W-F for the next six weeks.  Leontine and water aerobics instructor are now 
registered at TILTtheTown’s Nifty Thrifty store. They hope to honeymoon at Raffi’s ice hotel in 
the middle of  North Long Lake.

Backer #59: Mike Wendt had a great run as a heavy metal singer until his tour bus plunged 
into a canyon at the end of  a particularly gnarly on-the-road jam session.  After life saving 
surgery by Dr. Gregory Collins, Mike regained his ability to walk and talk but not his ability to 
sing.  Instead of  feeling sorry for himself, Mike decided to use the money he’d saved during his 
career to open a used record store and share with his beloved hometown (the one who’s made 
Mike’s music their official town music) the gift of  song.  

At For The Record, Mike sells CDs, cassette tapes, eight track tapes, and more. Need some of  
those little plastic records to play in your little ones’ pretend record player? Mike’s got ‘em.  Into 
that new fangled “downloadable music?” Mike has a wall of  cubicles set up for that as well.

Mike not only collects and sells music; he plays it. Doe-eyed Mireille M brings her flock of  
traveling students with her everyday, pretending that she’s just there for the kids.
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Backer#60: Thomas Bertin is a polyglot and linguist extraordinaire.  Randy Finch clocked 
him at 24 languages when he first strolled into TILTtheTown, but that number has most 
certainly gone up since then. 

Thomas specializes in languages with fewer syllables or more leeway with sentence structure. 
Why? Because he embarked on his language learning adventure to cover up his stutter.  He 
prefers to speak in Mandarin Chinese for its monosyllabic-ness and Russian for its openness to 
rearranging sentences to avoid the dreadful stammer. 

What’s the most popular application for Thomas’ skills in TILTtheTown? He translates Trigonis’ 
puppet shows into 12 languages (the number of  language spoken by confirmed residents within 
city limits) and projects them across a screen under the puppet stage. Because of  Thomas’ 
generous translation, Mireille M can bring her ESL students to the puppet shows without anyone 
feeling left out.  Thomas Bertin is also on-call 24 hours a day just in case anyone calls a 
TILTtheTown resident from a foreign land. Andrew Bichler has him on speed dial.

Backer #61: Diane Lyman: When Diane Lyman retired from her amazing career as an opera 
singer she thought she’d just relax, travel, and sing for her sister, TILTtheTown psychic therapist 
Pam Berman, but Pam knew better. 

Within weeks Diane was itching for something to do. She tried gardening (Leilani Holmes gave 
her some pointers), tiny furniture making (Sarah Weed Chandler lent her some tiny tools), and 
even a little belly dancing at The Spice Rack. But nothing seemed to get the ants out of  her 
pants.

One afternoon Diane Lyman was sipping honey lemon tea at the Bump & Grind when she 
noticed Justin W. Hedges having strong words with ceramicist and sometimes gnome maker Tiff  
Tate. Diane stepped in, mediated their dispute, and then sighed...she’d caught the law school bug.

Via JD Express, Diane got her law degree and passed the TILTtheTown bar with flying colors. 
Soon she was taking the TILTtheTown courts by storm, resolving issues and righting wrongs left 
and right. Roger Hjulstrom calls her whenever he gets arrested for chaining himself  to a formerly 
protected habitat. Tilt Tattler Gary King checks in with her before he posts particularly 
scandalous stories. And Sheriff  Alex Luster calls her constantly to see if  he has enough to arrest 
Gregory Bayne for his graffiti art yet. Diane, who has a soft spot for handsome men armed with 
spray paint, always says no.
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Backer #62: Lee Sweet used to be a judge, a good one, but he got, well, bored.  While 
listening to plaintiffs plead their cases, he’d daydream about his happy place, a little hideaway 
where music, drama, and comedy melded together into a perfect whole.  

When Lisa Vandever put out the call for small business to join her in the massive warehouse that 
shelters her adult burlesque amusement park The Spice Rack, Lee tore off  his robe, abandoned 
his bench, and promptly opened The Sweet Spot, TILTtheTown’s one and only cabaret. 

Now Lee spends his days contacting new acts and his nights listening to TILTtheTownspeople 
share their hidden talents. The young Jenn Nguyen croons there nightly. Andrew Bichler has 
been known to crack a joke or two at open mics. And roving troubadour Kyle D. Owen comes 
there to take a load off  and sing while...sitting. 

Backer #63: Brad & Maria Rossi are a dynamic father/daughter duo who have taken 
TILTtheTown by storm with their recycling program.  Maria paints signs reminding her 
neighbors of  Recycling Day, and when the time comes Brad dons overalls and drives her around 
in a big dump truck.  Maria announces their arrival at each house with a bull horn, and everyone 
saves their cans and bottles for the Rossi’s.

Recently Maria made a big splash at a town hall meeting. She was there to present the 2009 data 
for her recycling program (the youngest person to ever present at a meeting, at only 8 years old), 
but she was instead distracted by the nonstop bickering between Mayor Paul Barrett and Home 
Owners Association president Justin Hedges.  Maria made a rousing speech about love and 
teamwork that brought a tear to Jake Stetler’s eye and had Danny Lacey and Jacqui Blay making 
googly eyes at each other and holding hands.  

At the end of  the speech, Maria offhandedly said if  the two men couldn't work out their 
differences, she might as well be mayor.  The usually unctuous Andrew Elias seconded her 
accidental motion, and Oli Lewington, briefly distracted from TILTbook updates on his fancy 
phone, thirded it.  

As of  right now, Maria Rossi is on the ballet for the next mayoral election, her dog New Sharon is 
her running mate, and her fathers are very proud.
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Backer #64: Andrew Johnson is a cobbler - yes, as in shoe repair.  No, this isn’t a common 
profession these days, but when Andrew was a competitive speed walker he got very frustrated by 
constantly wearing out the soles of  his expensive walking shoes and having to buy new ones.  He 
doesn’t want TILTtheTownspeople to spend money on new shoes; he wants them to spend 
money on going on new adventures in their old shoes and then come back to tell him about it. 

Why does Andrew care so much about other people’s stories? Because he’s a master story teller 
himself.  Give Andrew a noun, a verb, and a time period, and he will concoct a tale that’ll make 
your head spin.  

While historical cartographer Christy Dena and roving troubadour Kyle D. Owen focus on 
TILTtheTown stories, Andrew prefers to spins tales about different lands.  He rarely leaves 
TILTtheTown, though (too many shoes to resole), so he needs other people who’ve visited 
different places to share their experiences.  Whenever Sherry ‘Cosmo’ Cummings is in town, 
Andrew shines up her stilettos while she tells him of  her travels. 

Andrew is such an amazing tale spinner that sometimes Maria Rossi lets her dog New Sharon 
chew through her shoes on purpose so she has an excuse to visit.  Her dad Brad is onto her, but 
he likes listening to Andrew’s stories too, so he lets the ruse remain.

Backer #65: Jenn Nguyen: Everyone in TILTtheTown thought Jenn Nguyen would become a 
professional yodeler like her parents and her brothers but she shocked all of  TILTtheTown when 
she ripped up her lederhosen to don a sparkly silver dress and ripped fish nets to be a cabaret 
singer at Lee Sweet’s Sweet Spot (located inside The Spice Rack).  This was the perfect place for 
Jenn’s dramatic flair, smokey eyes, and and ironic bangs. 

Jenn’s favorite numbers: torch songs, which she sings while holding a candy cigarette and a 
Shirley Temple. Her favorite spot to sing from: perched on top of  a piano, of  course. Her favorite 
crowd: one that laughs through their tears. 

Jenn often sees Oli Lewington crying into his Boddingtons while Mireille M watches him from 
her own table-for-one. Jenn loves it when the always chipper Susan Williamson brings in 
newlyweds who’ve just gotten hitched at her More Amore wedding chapel. And she never fails to 
notice that super-tall Jeff  Bouthiette always seems to be happy and, well, accompanied even 
though he appears to be sitting alone.

Jenn isn’t looking to get discovered by some Broadway big shot, by the way (even though Lee 
Sweet is trying his best to make this happen for her); Jenn’s happy right where she is.
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Backer #66: Eilidh Ellery has always liked to get to the bottom of  stuff. As a wee tot, she used 
to take all of  her toys apart to figure out how they worked.  As a teen, she pulled apart her 
clothing, stitch by stitch, to see how it was made and picked at her food to figure out what the 
ingredients were.  However, it wasn’t until she found archaeology that she felt truly satisfied with 
her searches.  

Eilidh has been to digs in Benin, Mongolia, Peru, and Greece, but the place she’s most drawn to 
is TILTtheTown. 

No one can blame her. It’s the only place where Eilidh can get to the bottom of  the Paul Bunyan 
myth. Was he really as tall as they say he was? No one really knows, but Eilidh is determined to 
find out.  She’s checked out Bunyan ancestor Zak Forsman (and even analyzed her DNA using 
hairs she’s plucked from his hair brush, procured by cat burglars Jeff  Lyman & Becki Reade, of  
course), but she still doesn’t have a clear picture of  Paul Bunyan’s actual stature. 

Eilidh hangs around every winter while Raffi Asdourian digs into Frozen North Long Lake to 
create his ice hotel, hoping to find something churned up from the lake bed that can point her in 
the right direction.  Recently she got excited when she found pieces of  huge bowls and mugs, but 
the word around Rachel Devenport’s pub, the Go Go Gadget Arms, was that those were the 
handiwork of  gnome maker & ceramicist Tiff  Tate.

Backer #67: Sarah & Chip Chandler is not your typical happy homemaker. While her 
husband Chip (a goodwill ambassador for TILTtheTown) is out of  town on official business, 
Sarah (who majored in architecture and minored in minutia) uses teeny tiny tools to make a teeny 
tiny replica for TILTtheTown.  

Think small. Smaller than a children’s chest of  drawers. Smaller than dollhouse desk. Smaller 
than flea circus futon. Sarah’s work can only be seen under a microscope. And, even then, you’ll 
probably end up with eye strain and a nasty headache.  But it's worth it.

This week, while her children were under the care of  traveling TILTtheTown tutor Mireille M, 
Sarah crafted a teeny tiny water tower with a teeny tiny puppet bike tucked underneath for 
Trigonis the Puppeteer.  

When her boys get home from school, Sarah takes them for a walk around TILTtheTown, takes 
note of  graffiti artist Gregory Bayne’s latest creations so that she can adjust the mini-graffiti in 
her little replica after she puts her precious ones to bed.  

Sarah’s hubby Chip is often out of  town Tues - Thurs sharing a ream of  John Paul Rice’s wild 
rice paper and Mayor Paul Barrett’s good wishes with the mayors of  other imaginary towns, but 
he spends his extra long weekends giving his sons piggy back rides and taking them to Diana’s 
Double Drive-In.
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Backer #68: Beth Kaspar: Beth Kaspar’s favorite thing in the world is coffee; her second, a 
good lap dance.  She combined her two loves when she opened TILTtheTown’s only coffee 
shop / dance studio, Bump & Grind.  

B&G is where the Spice Rack sweeties amp up on dirty chai and practice their routines, where 
Jenn Nguyen sips hot tea before her performances at Lee Sweet’s cabaret, and where former 
opera diva Diane Lyman sometimes breaks into song while ordering her caramel machiatto. 

Beth not only grinds her own beans, but she grows, dries, and grinds her own spices. The absent-
minded Mayor Bartlett issued Beth a coffee license but not a spice selling license, so Beth has to 
sell her herby concoctions from her back door instead of  her front door.  Luckily for her, the two 
doors are right next to each other because the Bump & Grind building is round. Gotta love 
loopholes.  

Beth’s biggest herbal customer: Oli Lewington, who has been requesting the strangest 
combinations lately. Lemon balm / stink weed? Really?

Backer #69: Caitlin Mae Burke: When Caitlin Mae came to town, she tacked her PsyD 
certificate to her wall and waited for the residents to flock to her for help with their mental and 
emotional health needs. Unfortunately, no one came aknockin’, mostly because their health needs 
were already being met by Pam Berman. 

Caitlin went to meet with Pam to find out if  she’d be willing to throw her some business, and 
Pam let her in on a little secret: she’s not a therapist at all; she’s a psychic. Caitlin considered 
turning Pam in to the authorities, but couldn’t follow through with it: Pam was just too nice. Plus 
Pam had told Caitlin that she was about to meet a tall, beautiful stranger, so Caitlin grabbed a 
pint (okay, 2 - don’t judge) of  lavender toffee crunch ice cream from Beth Marrier’s Cree-Mee 
and retreated to her condo to work through the seven stages of  grieving.

About 3/4ths of  the way through the ice cream (the first pint), Caitlin realized that 
TILTtheTown might not need a therapist, but it did need something else: a psychic. If  Pam was 
going to steal her gig, she was going to steal Pam’s. 

The next day Caitlin bought a crystal ball from Nifty Thrifty, commissioned seamster Lucas 
McNelly to make her some long, flowy, other worldly dresses, and posted advertisements for her 
new psychic and palm reading business all over town.

The very next day Caitlin was swamped but happy. Sure, her clients thought she was giving them 
advice fueled by ESP and the hereafter rather than 18 years of  professional training, but what 
they didn’t know wouldn’t hurt them. Besides, being a psychic involved WAY less paperwork than 
being a therapist...
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Backer #70: Judy Eft: When Judy Eft speaks, people listen. Actually Judy doesn’t even have to 
speak: she nods or shakes her head, and that’s the end of  the discussion.  Everyone with an 
important question comes to Judy for advice. This is how it was with Judy’s mother and Judy’s 
mother’s mother. As people in TILTtheTown say: “Eft women just know.”

Questions posed to Judy by TILTtheTownspeople range from “Should I get a new stove?” to 
“Should I marry this guy?” Judy never says a word, just tilts her head while she listens, then nods 
or doesn’t. No one questions her judgment. And no one should.

Backer #71: Sarah Elizabeth Kath likes to go around betting people she can do things (lift 
cars, hold her breath, etc.) and win contests (pie eating contests, jumping contests, etc). 

While these aren’t usually lucrative endeavors outside of  the playground, Sarah does all right for 
herself, mostly because her brother, Mayor Paul Barrett, has instituted a secret law (secret only to 
Sarah Elizabeth) that all TILTtheTownspeople need to accept Sarah’s challenges, let her win, 
and pay her. Always the businesswoman, Sarah issues her competitors a receipt, which they then 
submit to the mayor’s office for reimbursement. 

The only person who refuses to play along with Mayor Bartlett’s plan is Andrew Elias, who works 
hard to beat Sarah at whatever challenge she puts forward. Once they had a staring contest for 
37 hours that was called only because Sarah’s appendix burst. Andrew stuck to his guns and 
refused to pay up. Sarah is currently suing Andrew for his delinquent payment. She’s also suing 
Dr. Gregor Collins for lost wages as a result of  administering the anesthetic that made her eyes 
flutter shut. 

The only thing that made Sarah forget about being cheated by Andrew in the hospital was the 
huge vase of  flowers she received from a secret admirer. She was hopeful that they might be from 
Andrew himself  (she's grown attached to his challenging nature), but they were actually 
from...her brother's nemesis, Home Association President (and noted gnome hater) Justin W. 
Hedges! 

Backer #73: Jolene Jahnke: Escape artist Jolene Jahnke came to TILTtheTown with the 
circus. Okay, the circus didn’t really come to TILTtheTown, but it was in Minneapolis a couple of 
years ago, and Jolene went for a walk and got lost and anyway...

Knots are Jolene’s specialty. Slip knots, angler’s knots, boom hitches, power cinches, zeppelin 
knots.  You name it, Jolene can do it, or (more importantly) un-do it.  Her special skills come in 
handy around town when local fisherman gets lines tangled. Linguist Tommy Bertin asked Jolene 
for help once when he was tongue tied (he was learning Malagasy), but she calmly explained that 
that was out of  her realm of  expertise. She also helps out cobbler Andrew Johnson when people 
drop off  shoes with impossibly knotted laces.

To unwind (pun intended), Jolene hangs out at The Sweet Spot, where she ties cherry stems into 
knots with her tongue and lets the glittery costumes and heavy stage make-up bring back fond 
memories of  her circus family.
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Backer #74: Karen Eisenbraun: Famous TILTtheTown biographer Karen Eisenbraun has a 
trick up her sleeve, and his name is Nurse Jason Stryker.  When one of  Karen’s desired subjects 
comes into Dr. Gregor Collins’ office for a check up, Jason calls them the next day to them 
privately that their test results “don’t look so good.” Then Karen swoops in, buys them an herbal 
tea at Beth Kaspar’s Bump & Grind, and let’s them share the stories of  their life. When they’re all 
finished, Karen gets them to sign a release form, and Nurse Jason calls to tell them that the lab 
goofed their results and that everything’s okay.

No, it’s not the most ethical way to get information, but no one’s complained so far. They’re so 
relieved to get the good news from Jason and so flattered to have a book written about them that 
they don’t connect the dots.  

The only person who’s caught on to Karen and Jason’s plan is Emily Fraser, who has poured 
shots for enough “the tests were negative” parties at Jake Stetler's Lock-n-Load to figure out the 
trend. Luckily for Karen, Emily enjoys the books so much that she doesn’t want to share the 
secret. Emily even offered up her own stories of  scandalous college hi-jinks for the full 
Eisenbraun treatment. Karen self-publishes all of  her books, gives Carly Eckerle Beebe advance 
copies to read and review, and donates a copy of  each to the TILTtheTown Library.

Backer #75: Norah Webster is known for hosting the best parties around TILTtheTown. 
Every week she flies in 5-star chefs to create an amazing spread for her special guests, which 
always include a hand picked selection of  TILTtheTown residents. 

Always one to keep things, fair, Norah hired TILTtheTown statistician Randy Finch to develop a 
system of  sending invitations to her fellow townspeople on a rotating basis to make sure no one 
ever gets left out. The system also allows her to group her neighbors in a way that facilitates 
exciting conversation at her impossibly long dining room table (which, of  course, antique 
collector Christy DeHaven has her eye on.) 

At some of  Norah’s recent parties you may have seen:
 • Mike Merell grilling Sheriff  Alex Luster about the recent uptick in TILTtheTown crime.
 • Reality stars Mari Kivisto and Amy Aho talking to ballerina/taxidermist Sheri Candler 

about a cameos for next season.
 • Jeweler Laura Costantino and wedding chapel owner Susan Williamson chatting about a 

super-secret upcoming ceremony.
 • TILTtheVideoGame designer Tim Toner talking pixels & code with TILTbook creaters 

Juliet & Steve Sinclair.
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Backer #76: Kyle D. Owen is TILTtheTown’s own roving troubadour.  He roams the streets 
(on mukluks in the winter) telling tales about TILTtheTown and playing sweet music on his 
impressive one-man band contraption.  Harmonicas, banjos, triangles, theramins, 
vuvuzelas...they're all there.

You can often find him providing musical accompaniment for Trigonis the puppeteer and Bayne 
the graffiti artist. Leilani Holmes likes to listen to him while she’s pruning her thumb schrub; 
Carly Eckerle Beebe likes to listen to him while she’s reading. Christy Dena listens closely to 
Kyle's songs to learn the secrets of  TILTtheTown so that she can add them to her life-sized 
TILTtheTown map. And Lilia Cardenas and Gary King both listen to Kyle's songs to get scoops 
for their next news installments.

Backer #77: Rebecca Slaughter can’t tell you what she does. It’s top secret. People in dark 
glasses pick her up for work, bring her home at night, stand guard outside her house, and make 
her dinner. Yes - they make her dinner. You have a problem with that?

What can Rebecca share about her job? It involves traveling but not distances. It involves 
responsibilities but not obligations. And it might involve the time machine in a certain Paul 
Bunyan descendant's basement that no one will talk about.  But if  you ask Rebecca about it 
directly, one of  her husky friends might knock you out. 

What can freely be shared about Rebecca is that she loves to read as much as Carly Eckerle 
Beebe, she loves pretending that her shoes need to be resoled so that she can listen to cobbler 
Andrew Johnson spin yarns about far off  places, she loves listening to Mike Wendt play music at 
For the Record, and she loves watching movies at Diana’s Double Drive-In (on the fancy side) in 
the space ship. She also really enjoys going to Norah Webster’s fancy dinner parties, but when she 
attends she has to take protection, so it’s just her, Norah, and 4 guards. 
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Backer #78: Jason Stryker: No, Jason Stryker never wanted to be a doctor. He always knew 
he wanted to be a nurse. Why? Because nurses always have the candy, and they give more hugs. 
And he loves wearing scrubs with teddy bears on them. 

Jason has gotten to help a lot of  people since joining Dr. Gregor Collins’ office. 
• He showed Juliet and Steve Sinclair (inventors of  TILTbook) some exercises that would help 

them avoid carpal tunnel syndrome.
• He got to hold Mike Lyman’s hand (it was more of  a ‘man handshake’, actually) while the 

doctor removed a mole from his forehead.
• He irrigated Susan Williamson’s eye after some post-wedding rice throwing got a little out of  

hand at More Amore wedding chapel.
• He pulled diamonds out of  Jeff  Lyman’s arm after he and Beckie Reade fell through a window 

while cat burgling at jeweler Laura Costantino’s house.
• He even gave John Paul Rice some nutrition tips to incorporate into his new rice cookbook 

“Nice, Rice. Nice.”

All of  these things satisfied Jason’s need to help people, but he still yearned for something a little 
more.  A second home in Miami, to be exact.  Opportunity appeared when he took a writing 
class with TILTtheTown biographer Karen Eisenbraun, and they hatched a plan in which Jason 
would give patients incorrectly devastating test results so that they’d feel compelled to spill their 
life stories to Karen. Don’t worry - Jason doesn’t let people think they’re sick for very long, only 
one night...okay, maybe two if  they’ve had an especially exciting or adventure-filled life.  And the 
books that Karen writes based on the info people have shared with her...just beautiful.

What Jason loves most (after his new beach house, of  course) is making calls to correct his 
deceitful diagnoses. The love and excitement that pour through the phone when he tells people 
they’re not really sick: THAT is why he became a nurse. 

Backer #79: Beth Marrier owns the Cree-Mee, TILTtheTown’s go-to place for ice cream 
treats. You’d think that living in a place where lakes are frozen 8 months out of  the year would 
deter people from craving ice cream, but you’d be wrong. Beth fashions her specialty ice creams 
out of  Kelly’s Johnson’s locally produced milk and John Paul Rice’s rice.  Favorite flavors include 
wild rice rum raisin, yellow curry with candied currants, and blueberry bramble. Maria Rossi 
recently held a meeting with her campaign manager Kelly Johnson to see if  she really has a shot 
at the mayorship; Kelly’s only concern - town hall meetings often extend past the 8yr-olds’ 8pm 
bedtime. 

When not mixing or chilling or cryoblasting custards, Beth can be found at Todd Terwilliger’s 
tattoo shop. Her latest additions: constellations disguised as freckles across her pretty little face.
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Backer #80: Jeff  Eyamie is very in touch with his feelings and isn’t ashamed to admit that he 
went through a dark period last winter. He felt sad. He felt alone. He felt buried alive underneath 
TILTtheTown’s 12 feet of  snow. And he couldn’t stop thinking about death. 

To get out of  his funk, Jeff  turned to the only person he could think of  for help: his psychic, 
Caitlin Mae Burke.

What Jeff  doesn’t know is that Caitlin is actually a trained therapist (the opposite of  Pam Berman 
who is a psychic posing as a therapist on the other side of  town). Caitlin pretended to look in her 
crystal ball and told Jeff  to imagine what he wanted his final years to look like. What did Jeff  
realize? That he wanted his golden years to be spent in a fun place with lots of  people who like to 
party it up just like him.

Jeff  looked around, found nothing like this, and opened up Snow Leopard Suites, an independent 
senior living facility where the fun ever stops. 

Jeff  kicked his depression, created a great place for TILTtheTown residents to retire, and is 
currently putting the finishing touches on his own personal senior penthouse suite.

Backer #81: Emily Fraser is the best bartender in TILTtheTown. She never drops a bottle, 
never spills a drink, and never gets stumped by an order. A Singapore Sling? No problem. A 
Horse’s Neck? No sweat. A Bananarita? Yeah, she can make it - she just chooses not to.   

Yes, it’s true that Emily is an accomplished composer whose works are regularly commissioned by 
YoYo Ma and Bobby McFerrin, but for Emily nothing beats the cadence and cacophony of  
mixing, shaking, swirling, and serving drinks to a bar full of  thirsty customers. 

Emily works at Jake Stetler’s Lock-n-Load, and she sees plenty from her spot behind the bar. 
Sometimes Dee Dennis will chit-chat with her a little when paying for her French martinis, and 
Tommy Bertin might flirt a bit after a couple of  Sake Bombs loosen his tongue, but after drinks 
are purchased, most people forget that the bartender is there.  This is how Emily found out that 
ceramicist Tiffany Tate is thinking about taking over her employer Roko Belic’s basement gnome 
factory, that W.L. and Valerie Wittstruck are part of  the witness protection program, and that 
Diane Lyman is considering representing yoga instructor Julie Hines-Lyman in her case against 
First Glance Fitness. (Hines-Lyman believes that yoga should always be free for all; FGF 
disagrees.) 

Behind the beer well is also where Emily is pretty sure she figured out what the mysterious 
Rebecca Slaughter does for a living and where she realized that Biographer Karen Eisenbraun 
was using Nurse Jason Stryker as a way to trick TILTtheTownspeople into “sharing” their stories. 
Karen doesn’t need to worry about Emily spilling the beans, though. As long as Karen tips her 
well and finishes that book about Emily’s crazy college days, Em will keep pouring and ignoring.
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Backer #82: Amy Aho, good friend of  TILTtheTown reality TV star Mari Kivisto, never 
wanted to be a star, but psychic Pam Berman could have told her that fading into the background 
wasn't in the cards for her. 

After one season as an extra...er, friend on Mari's show, the network fell in love with her. They 
told Amy that she had star appeal. That she "popped" on the screen. That America was ready for 
her. 

Now Amy has her own spin off  show. Since Mari’s show is about living on the edge in 
TILTtheTown, Amy’s is about safety and security. Instead of  crashing on couches and pitching 
tents like Mari, Amy rents (or, rather, the tv execs rents for her) almost every extra bedroom in 
TILTtheTown. Every single one is decorated the same (same bed, same sheets, same wall paper, 
same net full of  stuffed animals in the corner), so that no matter where Amy lands for the night, 
she's completely comfortable. 

The one thing Amy carries with her from place to place: a pillow seamster Lucas McNelly made 
for her.  It’s a full body pillow on which he stitched: “Home sweet home sweet home sweet home 
sweet home sweet home sweet home sweet home sweet home sweet home sweet home sweet 
home sweet home...”

Backer #83: Kelly Johnson: Organic farmer Kelly Johnson doesn’t just grow tomatoes or 
herd goats.  She herds tomatoes and grows goats.  She also sings to basil plants, dances with cows, 
and hugs horehound bushes.  Kelly is never so happy as she is in her gardens (both indoor and 
out) and fields (both above ground and underground).  Kelly loves gardening so much that she’s 
even found a way to sustain one within Raffi Asdourian’s wintertime ice hotel. 

Kelly supplies Cree-Mee owner Beth Marrier with most of  the ingredients for her specialty ice 
creams, provides fresh herbs for Beth Kaspar’s backdoor spice business, and donates milk to the 
local monastery’s Monk-Made Moo business. Kelly has also pledged to donate fresh snacks and 
preserves for town hall meetings if  Maria Rossi is elected as TILTtheTown mayor.  Kelly is a 
woman of  her word, and you can be sure she’ll fulfill this promise whether Maria becomes mayor 
this year at the tender age of  8 or later on as a sturdy lass of  45. 
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Backer #84: Tim Toner: Video game designer Timothy Toner created TILTtheVideoGame 
to entertain himself  when he couldn’t leave his house during especially cold winters, but he never 
imagined how popular it would become. Now it seems as though the whole town is playing, 
conquering new levels and stretching characters to the limit at such a fast rate that Tim has to 
constantly upgrade the game in order to keep his customers happy. 

Lynn R. Tackitt (who mans TILTtheTown’s unofficial welcome wagon) keeps Tim apprised of  all 
new residents so that they can be added to the TILTtheVideoGame mix. Of  course, now that the 
town is in the middle of  a population boom (it’s getting crowded in here, yes?), Tim doesn’t have 
time to leave his office, let alone his home.

Tim’s food is delivered daily by personal shopper / nutritionist Lisa Perlberg, his house is cleaned 
by the reliable (if  nosy) Christy DeHaven, and his social needs are (mostly) met by TILTbook 
(created by his friends Juliet and Steve Sinclair). Yoga instructor Julie Hines-Lyman even stops by 
three times a week to help Tim visualize some stretches. (No, he doesn’t actually do the stretches, 
but he swears that just thinking about them makes him feel better.)

If  Tim wants to see what’s going on outside of  his front door, all he has to do it tune in to Mari 
Kivisto or Amy Aho’s TILTtheTown reality show. He can also easily hack into the TILTtheTown 
monitoring system set up by Jeremy Doyle. 

One thing Tim’s missed out on by not leaving his house lately: he had to decline a coveted 
invitation to one of  Norah Webster’s famous dinner parties. Maybe she’ll consider letting Tim 
Skype in next time...

Backer #85: Bill Elverman - Mountain climber Bill Elverman is no slouch. He’s conquered 
K2, Kangchenjunga, and even Everest. What’s left for the man who’s climbed everything? 
Overcoming his fear of  pretty much everything in TILTtheTown. 

What scares Bill the most? Gabriel Novo’s unpatented clown prop the Novo Cane, for one.  
Marianne Tschoe’s disappearing water tower trick, for another.  And don't even mention Todd 
Terwilliger’s “there/not there” tattoos unless Bill’s taken his Ativan already. Poor Bill.

Bill's not alone, though. He's working through his fear of  everything except mountains with his 
therapist (and secret psychic) Pam Berman. And she knows that he’s cheating on her with psychic 
(and secret therapist) Caitlin Mae Burke. Between the two of  them, Bill should be walking around 
without hiding his eyes in no time. Hopefully.
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Backer #87: Lisa Perlberg: Lately Lisa Perlberg has been hanging around with Nurse Jason 
Stryker and cat burglars Jeff  Lyman and Becki Reade. Is she interested in becoming a health 
professional who picks locks? No. She’s interested in becoming a stealthy nutritionist. And that’s 
exactly what she is. 

Every day Lisa picks up phlebotomy supplies from Jason (he steals them from the doctor’s office 
he works at and gives her a good rate), and then she tags along with Jeff  and Becki at night while 
they they break into TILTtheTown houses. While Jeff  and Becki snoop around, Lisa takes a small 
vile of  blood from the sleeping home owner, which she analyzes in her own lab. Lisa figures out 
which vitamins and minerals each person is missing, then, using ingredients she buys from 
organic farmer Kelly Johnson, Lisa crafts prepared meals boosted with exactly what each 
TILTtheTown resident needs. 

Sure, the prices are steep, but, MAN, do Lisa’s neighbors feel better after a week or so on her 
meal plan. Lisa has just started working with master ice cream maker Beth Marrier to create cool 
treats that heal what ails the TILTtheTown residents.  Recently Lisa commissioned Beth to make 
a curiously sunny Dulce de Vitamin D ice cream for Nathan Cole and a magnesium-boosted 
Mocha Chip Delight for tattoo artist Todd Terwilliger.

Backer #88: Cathy Kim-Galvino Former physicist Catherine Kim-Galvino used to work on 
black holes, but she found the work a bit too...heavy.  So last year she shut down her supercollider 
and started doing what she’d always wanted to do: create TILTthetown couture gowns. 

Since Cathy’s sunk  all of  her money into the collider (and still owes the government a chunk of  
change for grants she’d never delivered on), Cathy can’t afford to invest in fancy materials or 
tools. Seamster Lucas McNelly has been kind enough to give Cathy sewing lessons and lend her a 
sewing machine, but as for materials...well, Cathy has decided to create her one-of-a-kind 
creations from objects found (or donated from within) TILTtheTown.  

Some of  Cathy’s recent works of  fashion art include:
 • a wedding dress for a certain yet-to-be named TILTtheTown bride out of  fallen petals 

from Leilani Holmes’ flowers
 • three tasteful (and tasty) bridesmaid dresses sculpted from slow melting swiss chocolate 

gelato
 • a christening gown fashioned from baby soft wild rice paper fabric created by John Paul 

Rice
 • a sweater woven from hair brushed off  menopausal goats by farmer Kelly Johnson
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Backer #89: Marianne Tschoe: Magician Marianne Tschoe loves TILTtheTown so much 
that she spends most of  her days making it disappear bit by bit. 

Marianne's latest trick: making the water tower pop in and out of  sight, much to the chagrin of  
mountain climber (and anxious annie) Bill Elverman. Sometimes Marianne teams up with 
extremely serious clown Gabriel Novo for special shows at The Spice Rack. 

Marianne's capes are all made by ‘found item fashion designer’ Cathy Kim-Galvino. Her special 
magician’s shoes (she has to run a lot; we can’t tell you why) are resoled regularly by trusty 
cobbler Andrew Johnson.  Her cobblers are all baked by the lovely Julie Hines-Lyman.

Backer #90: Todd Terwilliger: No one in TILTtheTown gets a tattoo unless it’s from Todd 
Terwilliger. Yes, he’s the only one in town, but he also happens to be the best in the state. 

Todd is best known for his ‘There / Not There’ tattoos, permanent personal adornments 
preferred by those who hold jobs in which tattoos are traditionally frowned upon.  
 • Newscaster Lilia Cardenas has a tattoo on her right forearm that her make-up artist most 

people thinks is a birthmark - it’s actually a heart with the letter C in it for her daughter 
Camille. 

 • Cabaret singer Jenn Nguyen has a barely noticeable latticework of  lines that looks like 
veins beneath her skin but it actually a map to all of  the places she wants to sing

 • Helicopter pilot Corrie Davidson, who doesn’t care if  anyone sees her tattoos or not, has 
a large helicopter pad tattooed across her back and a Vespa scooter tattooed on her ankle 
- no significance. She just likes Vespas.

Backer #91: Gabriel Novo may be a clown but he is no joke.  He can make pretty much 
anyone crack a smile (except for Bill Elverman, whom he regularly reduces to nervous tears).  
Gabriel has worked with some of  the best clowns in the business (we can’t name names, but his 
mentor's might begin with a B and end with an O), keeps up on clown periodicals, and attends 
conferences (okay, they’re actually called ‘circuses,’ but whatever) to stay current on what's fresh 
and new in clown-ology. 

Gabriel isn’t content to be just a side show act. He plans on being a star.  He’s convinced that one 
route to his success is his invention of  the Novo Cane, a bendy, plastic cane that, when leaned on, 
collapses slowly until its user (usually Gabriel) sinks to the ground. The Novo Cane isn't for 
novices. It takes muscle control. It takes timing. It takes grace. Poor Phil Calderone knocked out a 
front tooth the other day while doing a news report about Gabriel and messing around with that 
dang Novo Cane. 

In order to keep up with the physical demands of  his job, Gabriel spends 50% of  his time at First 
Glance Fitness Center taking aerobics classes and lifting weights and 50% of  his time climbing in 
and out of  tiny cars.
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Backer #93: Living In Cinema: Living in Cinema Real Estate (or ‘Living in Sin,’ as loving 
locals call it) handles all property transactions in TILTtheTown.  This helpful band of  home 
hagglers often employs a process that allows TILTtheTown residents to view each others homes 
and trade if  the deal suits all parties.  Last year sisters Pam Berman and Diane Lyman switched 
houses, opting to keep each other’s furniture and air fresheners, and For the Record owner Mike 
Wendt swapped spots with More Amore wedding chapel owner Susan Williamson just for a 
change of  pace.

In addition to their signature home trading talents, Living in Cinema also has secured bedrooms 
around town for Amy Aho’s reality show, finds perfect out-of-the-way locations for witness 
protection program participants like W.L. & Valerie Wittstruck, and regularly helps eligible 
seniors (and high paying juniors) sell their homes and settle in at Jeff  Eyamie’s sassy senior living 
complex Snow Leopard Suites.

Backer #94: Phil Calderone, special reporter for the TILTtheTown TV station, has the worst 
luck in TILTtheTown, hands down. And this is why people love tuning in to see him every night. 
Fellow newscaster Lilia Cardenas is a little jealous, actually, and is considering adding pratfalls 
and spit-takes to her own reports to spice things up and win a share of  Phil's audience. 

We couldn’t possibly list all of  Phil’s recent on-air misfortune, but here’s a little sample:
 • Knocked a tooth out while doing a piece on clown Gabriel Novo’s recent clown prop 

invention, The Novo Cane.
 • Got bitten by a goat while visiting Kelly Johnson’s organic farm.
 • Dropped a ceramic gnome on his foot and broke a toe when visiting Rocco Belic’s gnome 

factory.

Recently Phil took Dee Dennis out for a drink at Lee Sweet’s Sweet Spot after reporting about 
her TILTtheTown PhD thesis, and he found that he had no need for the helmet, knee pads, 
mouth guard, and protective goggles he’d donned for the event.  Maybe his luck is turning 
around...
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Backer #96: Sara Rojas: Sara Rojas might be the weather gal on the TILTtheTown TV 
station, but that doesn’t mean she lets nature dictate her wardrobe.  Whether it’s over 100 degrees  
outside or only one, Sara can be found in a mini-skirt, high heels, and a smart fitted jacket.  Her 
TILT TV station peers Lilia Cardenas and Phil Calderone encourage Sara to change into 
comfortable clothes as soon as her segment is over, but Sara sees no reason to sacrifice fashion for 
comfort. 

Sara takes advantage of  local designers as much as possible. Most of  her clothes are made just for 
her by seamster Lucas McNelly, and lately she’s been buying signature pieces from “found item 
fashion designer” Catherine Kim-Galvino. All of  her jewelry is designed, of  course, by 
TILTtheTown jeweler Laura Costantino.

Sara’s fashion sense has been getting her a lot of  attention from the producers of  Mari Kivisto 
and Amy Aho’s reality shows, and they’re already wooing her for her own show.  Sara’s only 
request: take her somewhere warm, at least for the first season. Preferably somewhere where she 
won’t get frostbite on her kneecaps. And preferably near a Saks 5th Avenue.

Backer #97: Nate Phillipps might look like the devil, but he has the voice of  an angel.  Nate 
wears a leather jacket covered with chains and boots with spurs to throw strangers off  his trail, 
but when he starts talking, the gig is up.  He used to sing (did duets with opera singer Diane 
Lyman back in the day), but now he mostly does commercials for TILTtheTown TV. That sweet 
sounding bear in the TILTtheToiletPaper ad - that’s Nate. The flowers singing in the 
TILTtheAirFreshener commercial - that’s Nate, too.

Backer #98: 5414 Productions: There are a lot of  (ok, two) reality shows being filmed in 
TILTtheTown right now (Mari Kivisto’s about living on the edge and Amy Aho’s about living in 
extreme comfort), and 5414 Productions is in charge of  both of  them. From concept and casting 
to shooting and marketing, 5414 has taken both shows from start to finish with ease. 

They’re currently in talks with fashionista weather gal Sara Rojas about a show in a bigger city, 
but it’s not because 5414 Productions a lack of  love for TILTtheTown. Here are some other 
TILTtheTown-based ideas 5414 Productions is knocking around:
 • a show celebrating Bill Elverman’s amazing mountain climbing successes as well as his 

efforts to work through his fear of  everything except for mountains
 • an animated show about beloved cat burglars Jeff  Lyman & Becki Reade
 • a Big Brother-type show about senior life in Jeff  Eyamie’s saucy Snow Leopard Suites
 • a TMZ-type show hosted by usually straight-laced newscaster Lilia Cardenas
 • a Top Chef-type show hosted by TILTtheTown dinner party hostess Norah Webster
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Backer #99: Nathan Cole: The day before Nathan Cole moved into TILTtheTown was a bad 
one. A spray tanning session gone awry left him with shockingly bleached white skin (don’t ask), 
and a fight with the guys moving his stuff  left him fat of  lip and light on teeth. 

Nathan’s first day in TILTtheTown was spent in dentist Michael Dean’s chair getting his jaw 
wired shut; the second was spent trying to communicate wordlessly with his new neighbors. 
Because of  his inability to speak and his particularly ghostly pallor, everyone Nathan came into 
contact with assumed he was a mime and walked away in a huff.  The usually well-liked Nathan 
was devastated.

The only person willing to hear, er...charade Nathan out was TILTtheTown’s long-suffering 
clown Gabriel Novo, who understood only too well the ostracism Nathan was facing. Magician 
Marianne Tschoe tried to have a little empathy, but since she’s particularly beloved in 
TILTtheTown these days, she just gave Nathan a thumbs up and kept her distance.

Now Nathan is determined to make his mark in TILTtheTown by bringing mimes and non-
mimes together.  (This might be a good place to point out that TILTtheTown has no actual 
mimes - doesn’t matter to Nathan, though). He set up a website (Non-Mime Friends of  Really 
Mime-y Mimes) and scheduled an interview with accident-prone TILTtheTown TV news 
reporter Phil Calderone for the day that he gets his jaw unwired. 

Will Nathan holler and scream at TILTtheTown for their shameful mime discrimination, or will 
he just shake a mute fist? You'll have to tune in to find out.

Backer #100: Michael Amick is a technophobe. No, he doesn’t dislike pulsating club music 
(he can disco dance with the best of  them). He just doesn’t like technology. 

As a result, Michael avoids phones (opting to drop in on his friends and neighbors without 
warning when he wants to talk to them), refuses to look at computers (so he’s never played on the 
Sinclairs’ TILTbook or Tim Toner’s TILTtheVideoGame), and turns his head away when 
people have their TVs on to watch Lilia Cardenas, Phil Calderone, or Sara Rojas on 
TILTtheTown’s TV station.

What does Michael like to do? He reads Gary King’s TILTtheTown Tattler, does yoga at Hot 
Cross Buns, enjoys shows up on by clown Gabriel Novo and magician Marianne Tschoe, and 
even takes in a John Trigonis puppet show every now and then (although the hinges on his 
traveling puppet stage are a bit to “fancy” for Michael’s taste...
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Backer #101: Michael Dean is a no nonsense guy with a no nonsense dental practice in 
TILTtheTown. At UnTILTtheTeeth, Michael cleans, straightens, braces, brightens, and whitens 
teeth. Actually, he mostly just looks at x-rays. His assistant, former tooth model Gary Ploski, does 
pretty much everything else. 

What does Michael do to battle well-documented dentist depression? Tanning beds, mostly. He 
also designs his own flavors of  mouth wash. 

Backer #102: Corky Loesch is a fan of  big things. Big mountains (he bonds with Bill 
Elverman about Kilimanjaro), big houses (he has the biggest one in town, except maybe for wise 
woman Judt Eft), and big snows (obviously he’s in the right place). 

The one big thing he isn’t a fan of: his two big front teeth. He’s been trying to convince the very 
practical Michael Dean to downsize his chompers, but Dentist Dean resists, saying that as long as 
they don’t cause him pain or increase his risk of  decay, there’s no reason to make them smaller. 

If  Dean doesn’t deign to help him, Corky might have to turn to drastic measures. He’s already 
started consulting with dental hygienist Gary Ploski to see what he can stir up...

Backer #103: Joshua Denney - No one’s willing to say out loud what Joshua Denney does in 
TILTtheTown to afford his tricked out townhouse, his Lamborghini, his perpetually pumped up 
backyard moon bounce play set, or his endless supply of  top-of-the-line cowboy hats.  What they 
will say, though, is that he spends a lot of  time at Jeff  Eyamie’s Snow Leopard Suites. 

Most who visit the independent living center for sassy seniors are there to see family members, 
but as far as anyone can tell, Joshua doesn’t have any in residence.  He’s almost always there, 
though.  When he signs it at the front desk, he just says he’s visiting a ‘friend.’  And Joshua seems 
to have a lot of  friends.
 • Last week Joshua helped a grateful Gladys with her blurry blotter on TILTtheTown game 

show host Brian Spaeth’s bingo night.  
 • He fed tutti-fruiti ice cream to jittery Jennata at Beth Marrier’s ice cream social.  
 • At David Branin & Karen Worden’s Silent Movie Night, Joshua kept cinephile Cynthia 

spellbound with his scintillating commentary on Silence of  the Lambs.
Snow Leopard lifeguard Dave Charest calls Joshua a geriatric gigolo behind his back, but we see 
no need for tawdry labels.  Let’s just say that Joshua’s a nice young man with a lot of  time on his 
hands.  And several very expensive pairs of  boots. 
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Backer #104: Lisa Jordan - Lisa Jordan paints houses, but not in the way you’d expect. She’s 
technically in charge of  weather-proofing roofs to save TILTtheTown abodes from flooding due 
to melted snow, but she doesn’t use the traditional black or reflective silver coatings that are the 
mainstay of  her profession (passed down to her by her uncles, her uncle’s uncles, and her uncle’s 
uncle’s uncles before them). 

Lisa uses dyes derived from botanist Sara Lindstrom’s exotic flowers to color her roof  paints. 
Then she writes special messages that can only be seen from above. Lisa’s messages range from 
the traditional (“Happy Holidays”) to the confusing (“You shouldn’t have done that, Angelo 
Bell.”) 

Helicopter pilot Corrie Davidson keeps the rest of  TILTtheTown updated on Lisa’s handiwork. 
TILTtheTown life-size map maker Christy Dena and teeny tiny TILTtheTown model maker 
Sarah Chandler wait for Corrie’s updates with Brainerd breath.

Backer #105: The Buy-o Dome - The Brainerd Buy-O-Dome is a product-sponsored 
paradise community located at the bottom of  the 'small part' of  North Long Lake.

When you're in the Buy-O-Dome, you might as well be in Miami. Sun (fake), sand 
(real), and bikinis abound on Buy-O-Dome beaches. It's the #1 vacation choice for snow-weary 
TILTtheTowners.

Although most just visit the Buy-O-Dome, a few live there full-time.

In the Buy-o-Dome #1: Angelo Bell. Scientist Angelo Bell is a permanent resident of  the 
Buy-O-Dome.  He’s in charge of  the dome’s underwater integrity (no leaks here, buddy), idyllic 
environment (sunny and 80 degrees F all the time), and the financial stability of  the dome. Just 
last week he secured product placement deal with Sunny De-Lite (who agreed to pay all Buy-O-
Dome electric bills in return for its name displayed across its fake sun) and the Coco-Roco Sun 
Screen company (which agreed to provide new palm tress in return for product placement in all 
Buy-O-Dome commercials.) Angelo’s next goal: convincing a Big Hollywood director to film in 
the dome. Fora  huge fee, of  course.

In the Buy-O-Dome #2: Marlena & Mike Schmidt. Tropical farers Marlena and Mike live 
and work in the Buy-O-Dome full time. They tend the dome’s enormous gardens. Fruits, flowers, 
and flies native to tropical climates abound under the Buy-O-Dome, and Marlena and Mike 
share their harvest with the TILTtheTown food co-op and furnish The Spice Rack with all of  the 
tropical fruit for their margaritas and daiquiris.
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Backer #106: Jeanne Bowerman doesn’t just like tequila - she loves it.  But she doesn’t drink 
it. She grows it. Although the agave plants tequila is derived from are usually found in Mexico, 
Jeanne tediously tends the tequila producers at the bottom of  North Long Lake in the tropically-
temperatured Buy-O-Dome. Scientist Angelo Bell makes sure the climate is perfect for Jeanne’s 
succulents, and farmers Marlena & Mike Schmidt sell Jeanne’s tequila at the food co-op along 
with their own pineapples and pomegranates.  It should go without saying the Jeanne’s tequila is 
a big hit with the crowd at Lee Sweet’s Sweet Spot and Jake Stetler’s Lock-n-Load, but Beth 
Marrier has also been using it to spike her Tequila Sunrise Sorbet, much to the delight (and 
pleasure) of  Lisa Perberg’s vitamin C deficient meal plan clients.
Learn more about the real Jeanne here.

Backer #107: Michele Simmons: Does anyone ever ask for advice from Michele Simmons? 
Nope. But she gives it anyway. Michele is the ‘advice’ columnist for Gary King’s TILTtheTown 
Tattler. Michele steals all of  her questions from well-respected TILTtheTown Tribune advice 
columnist Marcella Selbach and puts her own twisty, tilty spin on them. 

When Marcella advised Corky Loesch to give up on his quest for perfect teeth and opt for inner 
peace, Michele said that Corky should go for the gold...the gold teeth, that is.  When Marcella 
advised fashionista and weather gal Sara Rojas to forgo her heels for more practical clogs, 
Michele dared her to predict snow storms in stilettos. 

It’s not that Michele is a rabble rouser. She’s just used to being contrary with Marcella. They are 
sisters, after all.

Backer #108: Dennis Peters - Dennis Peters promises to speak the truth and only the truth, 
so help him Paul Bunyan. He takes his job as owner and publisher of  the TILTtheTown Tribune 
very seriously, as evidenced by his creative use of  his newpaper contributors. Dennis gets 
relationship advice from his advice columnist Marcella Selbach, picks his wardrobe based to 
fashion contributor Catherine Kim-Galvino’s column, eats only what is recommended by food 
contributor Lisa Perlberg, and only goes to restaurants rated at 3 stars or more by restaurant 
critic Pranav.  

Although Dennis is very proud of  his straight (though not narrow) publication, sometimes we 
wishes he could print fast and loose like TILTtheTattler Gary King and his mis-advice columnist 
Michele Simmons.
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Backer #109: Pranav - Everyone in TILTtheTown reads Pranav’s weekly restaurant reviews to 
find out where to go on dates and dares. As restaurant critic for Dennis Peters’ TILTtheTribune, 
Pranav not only reports on where to find the best food but where to find the fresh, the spicy, the 
unique, and the just plain weird food.

Last week he pointed out: 
• a particularly pungent (but not unpalatable) port wine cheese spread on the small plates menu 

at Andrew and Caroline’s Black Udder Wine and Cheese Bar
• perfectly portioned pork empanadas at Roy Abbott’s El Taco Lento taco stand
• Bubbles and Squeak at Rachel Devenport’s Go Go Gadget Arms that made him wish he was 

back in Britain.

Backer #110: Henry & Ellen Keck - Henry and Ellen Keck run Keck’s Kitchen, homemade 
haven that’s just what the doctor ordered for homesick TILTtheTown transplants.  Henry and 
Ellen specialize in filling their menu with the hometown favorites of  each person that moves to 
TILTtheTown, and they won’t stop until they put a smile on even the saddest, homesick-est face. 

Henry can make pretty much any entree given a recipe and quality ingredients, and Ellen whips 
up desserts that taste like your favorite childhood memory.  Their son, Henry III, works the 
register.  He also picks up shifts at the convenience store at Snow Leopard Suites.  Henry III says 
it’s for the extra cash; we think it’s because he has his eye on a certain ‘mature’ lady...

What have they added to their menu lately, and for whom?
• New York pizza slices for Pericles Lewnes (who is otherwise pretty vague about himself)
• Pork Tenderloin sandwiches for Galesburg’s own Sara Lindstrom
• California rolls for LA man Angelo Bell
• Wiener schnitzel for Germany’s Marcella Selbach
• Lobster rolls for East coaster Patrick Cassidy
• Friday fish fries for Southern Illinois gal Carol Ricketts
• Good coffee...no, really...GOOD coffee...for Washingtonians Phil Seneker and David Spies
• Fried ravoli for St. Louis native Judy Eft

Backer #111: Phil Seneker - Ticks. Mosquitos. Rats. Phil Seneker hates ‘em all, and that’s 
why he’s made it his mission to eradicate all pests in TILTtheTown. Phil runs Sinister Sanitation 
Services, TILTtheTown’s premiere pest control company. He’s no threat to his fellow 
townspeople, as his Sinister sprays, pellets, powders, and traps are safe for people and the 
environment; as for the pests, well, they should pack their bags.

Recently Phil has lent a hand to:
• Jeanne V. Bowerman, who had an agave mite problem in the Buy-O-Dome
• Sara Lindstrom, whose exotic flower were floundering under a flea attack
• Kelly Johnson, whose organic tomatoes were being assailed by a certain squirrel clan

To his credit, he turned down an anonymous (and not unattractive) offer to off  much maligned 
mime defender Nathan Cole. Phil’s tough on bugs, not on people.
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Backer #113: Gary Ploski - By day Gary Ploski works as a dental hygienist for straight laced 
dentist Michael Dean. At night, he’s a practitioner of  illegal “extreme dentistry” for the daring. 
Gary creates diamond studded fronts, emerald-laden crowns, and tooth shaping for those 
interested in sporting fangs or a sexy Lauren Hutton-esque gap. Gary works for cash only in a 
space he shares with “there/not there” tattoo artist Todd Terwilliger (who WILL do invisible 
inner mouth tattoos). 

Those who have recently say in Gary’s midnight dentist chair include:
• Marianne Tschoe, who had a hollow tooth installed for storing tiny secret keys for magic tricks
• accident prone newscaster Phil Calderone, who tried to break his unlucky streak by getting a 

rabbit’s foot engraved on a molar (the molar cracked due to a hidden cavity, by the way)
• Gabriel Novo, who had his soon-to-be patented clown prop (The Novo Cane) immortalized via 

a gold inlay on the back of  his left front tooth (just for the record, he requested plenty of  
anesthetic)

Backer #114: Steven Bauer - Paul Bunyan Park owner and operator Steven Bauer isn’t sure 
what drew him to the big man with the blue ox, but he thinks it might be related to the fact that 
he grew up sleeping on Paul Bunyan sheets.  For this, Steven thanks his parents, because this 
business venture has allowed him to entertain tourists from around the world and amass a fortune 
in the process.

When Steven opened Paul Bunyan Park outside TILTtheTown several years ago he had no idea 
what a popular vacation destination it would be come.  This year he added Paul Bunyan 
Bungalows for tourists who want to stay close to the action and a Blue Ox Oxygen Tent for those 
who get a little overexcited about their first run-in with one of  the Paul Bunyan lookalikes.

The secret to Steven’s success? A great staff. Here are a few key Paul Bunyan Park players: 
 • Chief  Security Officer (and former model) Eric Damon Walters, who earned his job 

when he saved a group of  tourists from a malfunctioning animatronic Paul Bunyan;
 • Assistant to the Chief  Security Officer Jolene Jahnke, who knows how to keep that glitchy 

Paul Bunyan tied down without being tied up;
 • Sanitation Supervisor Phil Seneker, who ensures that all of  the funnel cake and cotton 

candy dropped on the ground by rug rats doesn’t result in real rats;
 • Information Desk Manager Nathan Cole, who doesn’t let the fact that his jaw is wired 

shut keep him from answering all questions park visitors might have. Eventually.

Backer #115: Marcella Selbach - When Marcella Selback speaks, TILTtheTown listens. 
Marcella is a well-respected advice columnist for Dennis Peter’s TILTtheTown Tribune. Anyone 
with a question about whether to wear white after Bean Hole Days, if  it’s appropriate to wear a 
white wedding dress if  you’ve worked at the Spice Rack, and whether white wine pairs well with 
David’ Branin’s Monk-Made Moo Mozzerella need look no further than Marcella’s column.

Many think of  Marcella as an angel of  manners and etiquette. TILTtheTattler mis-advice 
columnist Michele Simmons thinks she’s a nuisance. Of  course, you can probably tack that one 
up to sisterly jealously
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Backer #116: Sara Lindstrom always smells good.  This probably has a lot to do with her 
job.  Sara grows flowers and fruit in the Buy-O-Dome and then makes perfume out of  them in a 
pink lab in her pink basement.  Yes, her goggles and lab coat are pink as well. 

Sara’s potent potions end up on the pulse points of  many elegant and flirty TILTtheTown 
femmes and fancy lads: 
 • Bartender and music composer Emily Fraser prefers prickly pear perfume
 • Marathoner Leontine Greenberg often opts for the olfactory oddity of  the ghost orchid 

odor
 • Wise woman Judy Eft walks to Sara’s lab weekly for a waft of  wonderfully whimsical 

wisteria
 • Super tall Jeff  Bouthiette is fond of  a robust combo of  Bachelor Buttons and blackberries
 • TILTtheTown biographer Karen Eisenbraun heartily maintains that Sara’s 

honeysuckle / apple blossom hybrid keeps her husband by her side
 • Phyllis Pfaff  favors fun fuchsia and forget-me-not fusions
 • Dinner party hostess Norah Webster entertains wearing an eerily ethereal water lily / 

trumpet flower concoction

Backer #117: Annapolis Pretentious Film Society - Some in TILTtheTown are a little 
upset that they’ve never gotten invited to the Annapolis Pretentious Film Society’s weekly 
gatherings, but that’s because they don’t know what really happens behind the popcorn counter.  

APFS also stands for Anonymous Protection From (Harm) Services.  That’s right: Pericles 
Lewnes runs a support group for TILTtheTown residents enrolled in the Witness Protection 
Program.  Pericles helps everyone assigned to TILTtheTown by the WPP secure housing, find 
jobs, and blend into with their neighbors.  

So what goes on at the APFS?
 • Former dueling pianists W.L. & Valerie Wittstruck share a large unbuttered popcorn while 

getting tips on how to apply for jobs without forgetting to sign their new names on the 
applications.

 • Organic farmer Kelly Johnson chomps on Jujubes while practicing to respond 
immediately to the name “Kelly” and never to “Esmerelda.”

 • Kid photog Christopher Harley digs into Sno-Caps while working on his northern 
Minnesota accent, eh.
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Backer #118: Pericles Lewnes wasn’t always Pericles Lewnes.  Once upon a time he was 
Sammy the Ham, an up-and-coming mobster with big dreams and a bigger mouth.  

They say loose lips sink ships; Sammy’s sunk the whole Carducci Crime Clan.  Since Sammy 
sang like a swallow, he avoided jail time but had to skip town because of  his old ‘family’s’ new 
vendetta. 

After years of  being tucked away and (for the most part) blending in in TILTtheTown, 
Sammy...er, Pericles was asked to run the Witness Protection Program’s TILTtheTown chapter of 
the APFS [Anonymous Protection From (Harm) Services], a support group designed to help 
other witness protection participants acclimate to their new surroundings. 

Obviously, due to the sensitive nature of  the support group, the APFS couldn’t operate openly, so 
Pericles (excited to use some of  his old skills) created a fake invitation-only film group called the 
Annapolis Pretentious Film Society.  Why “Annapolis”? Mind your own business - THAT’S why!

Only those with a ‘special ticket’ from the federal government are allowed to attend the APFS’s 
‘screenings.’  Sure this rubs other interested TILTtheTowners the wrong way, but Pericles is 
serious about protecting his fellow hiders. He even shows movies in the theater just in case 
someone peeks in. Of  course, it's usually one of  the Godfather flicks, but who’s really paying 
attention?

Backer #119: Tgoetz - Yes, TGoetz is THE TGoetz.  The one whose self-titled debut album 
TGEOTZ topped the Billboard 100 for 84 weeks in a row.  The one whose “Got TGoetz It” tour 
sold out arenas across the US and South America.  And, yes, the one who is currently on house 
arrest for what one might call “overzealous celebrating” at the end of  the concert.  Who knew 
that taking your shirt off  in Arizona on a stage was a crime? 

Just how has TGoetz been spending his time during his forced stay-cation?
• He’s been talking to his fans via a live 24-hour website. Cameras are set up in his home studio, 

as well as his kitchen and his bedroom. You can be sure that the authorities are watching closely 
to make sure TGoetz stays clothed. This doesn’t bring TGoetz down, though; he just counts 
those monitoring him as fans. 

• He’s writing new songs, including the future smash hit “Ain’t No Stopping TGoetz Now.”
• He’s planning his next tour. For Europe.
• He’s talking with 5414 Productions to see if  they might want a little TGoetz music for their 

TILTtheTown based reality shows.  TILTtheTown reality star Mari Kivisto is cool with it; Sara 
Rojas is still on the fence.

• TGoetz is even thinking about paying scientist Angelo Bell big bucks to make his music the 
official background music inside the Buy-O-Dome. Promotion isn’t cheap, but TGoetz has 
plenty of  money to spend.
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Backer #120: Elizabeth Colon - Elizabeth Colon loves languages, as evidenced the string of  
successful interpreting/translating/cultural education businesses she owns.  The newest branch of 
her Metaphrasis Language and Cultural Solutions empire just opened shop in TILTtheTown, 
and she’s already helping businesses, scholars, and regular old residents connect with people with 
who speak different languages and have different backgrounds.

You might assume that Elizabeth opened up her business because she loves languages, but you’d 
only be half  right. She also opened Metaphrasis LCS because she loves love.  When Elizabeth 
was just 15 years old, she met a handsome fellow while on a family vacation abroad.  She spoke 
English and Spanish; he spoke...neither of  those.  They parted ways having shared glances and 
not much more.  It was the saddest thing that’s had happened in her young life, and she was 
determined not to let it happen to anyone else.

In an instant, Elizabeth knew what she was meant to do: connect people, translate, educate, 
interpret, do everything she could do to help people communicate and understand each other. 
Connecting people in business?  Great.  Connecting immigrant families with services in their new 
homes?  Fabulous.  Connecting star crossed lovers who speak in different tongues?  Even better.

And the best part: next time she ran into Ed (the handsome young man from her teenage 
vacation), she knew exactly what to say to him...in HIS language.

Backer #121: Nick Pepito is a nut expert.  No, he’s not a mental health professional; he’s a 
nut aficionado. 

Peanuts, Brazil nuts, pistachios, coconuts. If  it’s a nut (or has nut in the name), Nick can roast it, 
salt it, and sell it.  He supplies the nut needs of  all TILTtheTown food businesses. Nick’s out-of-
this-world walnuts make it into many batches of  Julie Hines-Lyman’s organic brownies at Hot 
Cross Buns. His pecans are featured in Ellen Keck’s homemade pecan pies. Where do Nick's nuts  
not show up? Travis Legge’s house. But that’s only because Travis is allergic.

This nut roaster also happens to be a medaled interrogation expert for the TILTtheTown PD.  
When people talk to Nick, confessions and statements pile up with nary a claim of  roughhousing 
or manipulation in sight.  

How does Nick do it?  Some say his voice is as smooth as almond butter.  Others say his smile is 
as sweet as Beth Marrier’s pickled peanut brittle ice cream.  Either way, Nick is a secret weapon 
that Sheriff  Alex Luster isn’t going to give up anytime soon.  Especially with the recent increase 
in TILTtheTown crime.
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Backer #122: Ron Morris - Everyone in TILTtheTown knows ice sculptor Ron Morris.  
Partly because he’s dashing (indubitably) and partly because he’s creative (extremely), but mostly 
because of  his stormy relationship with fire dancer Millie English Morris.

Ron and Millie are the Diego Rivera and Frida Kahlo of  TILTtheTown.  They live in houses 
right next to each other (Ron’s, white and blue; Millie’s, orange and red), connected by a covered 
rooftop bridge.  Yes, Ron is much slimmer than Diego, and Millie is way less hairy than Frida, but 
the passion that have for each other fuels their individual projects as well as their explosive (if  
soggy) collaborations.  

When he and Millie are on good terms, Ron takes his time chipping away at huge blocks of  ice 
culled from regional lakes in the winter and speed-coptered in by Corrie Davidson from parts 
unknown in the summer. He can slice a slab of  salty sea water like no one’s business, and he can 
finesse a fragile freshwater fillet with the delicate touch of  a brain surgeon.

However, when Millie and Ron are fighting, watch out!  Millie’s gyrating hips throw flames and 
sparks in all directions, creating beautiful visual displays and melting Ron’s sculptures to the 
ground.  Ron would be angry if  he wasn’t so infatuated with his lady love.  Melt-off  from Ron’s 
sculptures invariably douses Millie’s fireworks, and the tempestuous twosome always ends up 
snuggling and snogging in the middle of  a big puddle of  water.  

Then Ron gets back to work, and Millie mills around the houses, working on new dance 
moves...and looking for a new reason to fight.

Backer #124: Phyllis Pfaff is a poet.  A prolific one.  A proficient one.  A positively, furtively 
furious one.  She’s also obsessed with P’s and F’s. And Ph’s.  Wouldn’t you be if  you were her?

Phyllis’ poems have shown up everywhere from Poets Forum For Us to Foremost Poetry Platform, from 
Pharmacist Poem Pride to Poems for Fathers Who are Fried.  She’s not picky (or finicky) about where her 
poems land, as long as there are many P’s and F’s at hand.

Recently Phyllis provided personalized poems for:
 • Doctoral student and TILTtheTown scholar Dee Dennis on the occasion of  her being 

three-fourths of  the way to finishing her PhD.
 • Artists Ron Morris and Millie English Morris to celebrate their 44th divorce (and 

rewedding) in 15 years (as of  February)
 • Dancers Gary and Janice Bradshaw for their fiery flamenco win at the 4th annual 

Flamenco Finals in Phoenix
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Backer #123: Laura Busch is definitely someone you’d look at twice, but it’s not her beauty 
that’s made her millions: it’s her scream.  

Laura is the voice of  almost every terrified scream queen for the past 10 years.  While any actress 
can run through darkened hallways looking terrified and shedding silent, shivering tears, Laura is 
one of  a slim few who can utter a scream that conveys surprise, horror, and drop dead 
gorgeousness all at the same time. And she never misses her mark.

What does Laura do to take care of  her golden voice?  She whispers when not in the studio, 
saving her vocal strength for the set.  TILTtheTownsfolk are happy to quiet down and lean in in 
order to hear whatever Laura has to say. They’re also a bit star-struck, to tell the truth, and 
business owners often give Laura freebies in order to get a picture with her for the walls behind 
their cash registers. 

There is one thing about Laura that makes people a little uneasy, though.  She looks exactly like 
Doug’s wife, Marlene, a beast of  a woman who no one can stand OR stand up to (Doug, 
included).  Sometimes it’s not until Laura speaks up (or, rather, speaks quietly) that a 
TILTtheTownsperson knows it’s her and not Marlene - then they relax and carry on with the 
quiet conversation.  

Lately Laura has been giving voice lessons to: 
 • Ron and Millie English Morris, who want to learn how to balance their heated screaming 

matches with their cooing of  sweet nothings
 • Amy Aho, who is thinking about her next move after the next move after her upcoming 

reality show
 • Temporary mime Nathan Cole, who wants to be ready to do some screaming once his 

jaw gets unwired 
 • Opera singer Diane Lyman, who thinks you’re never too good to learn something new
 • Voice artist Nate Phillipps, who wants to work on his vocal range
 • Agave grower / tequila maker Jeanne V. Bowerman, who sometimes needs to yell over the 

constant TGoetz music piped into the Buy-O-Dome
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Backer(s) 125: Jay and Dee Doyle - It’s amazing what you can get from people if  you just 
ask.  Jay and Dee Doyle (Jeremy Doyle’s ma and pa) have no problem getting volunteers for the 
TILTtheTown food co-op.  They regularly run fundraisers for natural disasters around the world.  
And they have single (double) handedly staffed a volunteer hospital in TILTtheTown with 
medical experts from around the country who provide services for sick folks who can’t afford 
health insurance.  

Despite their tireless efforts, sometimes the Doyles find themselves a little short of  their 
fundraising goals. And this is why they rob banks. 

Contrary to what you might think about bank robbers, Jay and Dee are about the sweetest, 
kindest people you’ll ever meet.  They don’t use guns, threats or violence to get their money. 
They just ask. 

A typical Doyle bank heist looks like this:
 • The Doyles walk up to a bank teller in their Sunday best.
 • Jay flashes his handsome mischievous grin.
 • Dee bats her lashes and says, “We’re a little short this week, honey.”  
 • Since all bank employees in TILTtheTown learn about the Doyles in training (there’s a 

special Doyle Protocol), they know exactly what to do.
 • The bank tellers reach slowly and carefully toward a red button under their counter. 

Everyone stands still for a moment, waiting for what happens next.  
 • Then a bank manager emerges with a burlap sack filled to the brim with tens and 

twenties, having just dipped into the Doyle Fund.

What’s the Doyle Fund? It’s a stash of  cash that all TILTtheTowners contribute to whenever 
they make a bank transaction. Giving to charity is something that everyone intends to do but few 
act on, and giving to the Doyles is each TILTtheTowner’s way of  doing their part. 

Upon receiving their sack of  cash, the Doyles smile in appreciation, give a Doyle receipt 
(designed and printed at InstyBrainerd), and then head calmly for the door. Before they leave, Jay 
Doyle always turns back to the teller, tips his hat, and says, “Thank you, kindly.” And when he 
says it, he means it.
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Backer #126: Roy Abbott - At El Taco Lento, Roy Abbott takes ‘slow food’ to the next level, 
but no one minds. It’s the only place to get Mexican food in TILTtheTown, and it happens to be 
very good. Roy gets his perfect tomatoes and clean, crisp lettuce from organic farmer Kelly 
Johnson, hot chili peppers and achiote from Buy-o-Dome tropical farmers Marlena and Mike 
Schmidt, and specially made chorizo from sausage king Don King. 

Recently Brainerd Arts Power Couple Ron and Millie Morris were spotted debating the thickness 
of  Frida Kahlo’s monobrow over a bowl of  chili con queso. At the next table, Jim Vendiola and 
Sean Rice were pensively looking at pictures while pecking at poblano pepper poppers.

Since food takes so long to get to the tables at El Taco Lento, Roy keeps his customers happy 
with endless bowls of  chips and tableside salsa dancing (and the occasional pasa doble) by dance 
champions Gary and Janice Bradshaw.

Backer #127: Gary & Janice Bradshaw can’t waltz down a TILTtheTown street without 
being stopped for a picture and an autograph. They’re TILTtheTown’s only World Ballroom 
Dance Champions, having ended Italy’s Mirko Gozzoli & Alessia Betti ‘s four year winning streak 
in 2009.

Even though Gary and Janice could live comfortably on their sponsorship, they’re not ones to sit 
still. They dance several nights a week at Roy Abbott’s El Taco Lento, cha-cha-ing their way from 
table to table with their colorful costumes and their mega-watt smiles.  They’re also on-call 24-
hours a day to be witnesses at Susan Williamson’s More Amore 24-hr Wedding Chapel. Why? 
Because they love love, and who better to lead a new bride and groom in the first dance of  the 
rest of  their lives?

Backer #128: Jim Vendiola never meant to make his money taking dirty pictures, really - he 
didn’t.  Jim started out as a nature lover documenting the beautiful lakes and woodlands around 
TILTtheTown for Regional TILTographic. However, since TILTtheTown-ites have a fervor for 
the frockless frolicking in the forest, Jim ended up with a stack of  pictures that inspired his editor, 
Sean Rice.

Together (and anonymously) Jim and Sean started TILTtheSkin, a website where Jim’s naked 
(but artful) pics of  TILTtheTown residents are posted for all to see...for a small monthly fee. 
Registered users of  TILTtheSkin are almost exclusively TILTtheTown residents, who recently 
got the option of  requesting pics of  specific people. 

Which TILTtheTown resident has gotten the most requests? Snow Leopard Suites lifeguard Dave 
Charest, of  course. (Have we mentioned that Snow Leopard Suite seniors have free wireless wifi 
and a lot of  time on their hands?)
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Backer #129: Jan Libby Jan Libby isn’t just a tea lover.  She’s a tea lover lover.  Jan has a 
weekly show on TILTtheTown public access television called ‘Tea for Two’, where she interviews 
fancy tea experts, down home tea enthusiasts, and even persnickety tea toxin tale tellers. (Jan is, 
after all, a fan of  fair an balanced journalism.) 

Recent 'Tea for Two' guests have included:
 • Funeral home owners Joke & Biagio Messina, who know all too well the comforting 

effects of  a good cup of  chamomile;
 • Filmmaker Patrick Cassidy, who's had more than one saucer of  tea thrown in his face 

while shooting his sassy senior documentary at Snow Leopard Suites;
 • Ellen Keck of  Keck’s Kitchen, who prides herself  on her collection of  teas from all of  the 

home towns of  TILTtheTown transplants, even if  they don’t drink it;
 • Bump & Grind owner Beth Kaspar who weighed in on the hot ‘coffee vs. tea debate’: 

“Why choose just one?”

When not sipping or steeping or stacking or alphabetizing tins of  tea, Jan can often be found 
looking at her friends’ tea pot pics on TILTbook or battling coffee demons in the virtual world of 
Tim Toner’s TILTtheGame. 

Backer #130: Sean Rice As editor and chief  of  Regional TILToGraphic, Sean celebrates 
TILTtheTown. His star photographer, Jim Vendiola, exquisitely captures all that is beautiful and 
bountiful in this lake-laden land. Sadly, subscriptions for TILToGraphic are low - most 
TILTtheTowners don’t see the point in buying a magazine full of  pictures of  what they can see 
for free from their back porches. 

Luckily for Sean (and not-so-luckily for his neighbors) photog Jim often catches TILTtheTown 
residents in the buff  while he’s on assignment. This isn’t Jim’s goal, mind you. Some 
TILTtheTowners just get carried away when it gets warm, and there’s a fair amount of  nude 
sunbathing and naked jogging going on in the backwoods.  

These particular pics are posted on Sean and Jim’s website TILTtheSkin, where 
TILTtheTownites can register to see their neighbors (the ones foolish enough to forgo their 
clothes in the woods) for a small fee.  Don’t worry - faces are blurred out. The money Sean makes 
from his TILTtheSkin business funds his very respectable Regional TILToGraphic. Hard times 
call for desperate measures, and until Sean can get Regional TILToGraphic off  the shelves and 
onto TILTtheTown coffee tables, he’ll have to keep TILTtheSkin up and running.
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Backer #131: Christopher Harley used to be a paparazzo for TMZ. Now he runs a unique 
picture studio that all proud TILTtheTown parents run to document the early years of  their 
precious princes and princesses.  

There are no stuffed animals or cute circus-themed backdrops at Christopher’s photography 
studio.  In fact, he doesn’t even have a studio.  Christopher does his kid pics LA-style.  Parents 
hire Christopher to follow them around and take pics when the kids don’t know he’s there.  As a 
result, Christopher gets pictures of  calm and happy children in their natural environments.  No 
more baby meltdowns in front of  hot lights.  No more frustrated parents.  

Christopher has even found a way to get pics with Santa without traumatizing the kiddos.  You 
want to know his secret, don't you?  Well, you'll have to book him for December then...

Christopher’s happy TILTtheTown clients include:
 • Julie & Steve Sinclair, who used Christopher to get picks of  their son Evan to post on 

TILTbook 
 • Diana Holbrook, who booked Christopher to get snapshots of  her grandchildren enjoying 

a Despicable Me / Ramona and Beezus double feature at her Double Drive-in
 • Brad Rossi, who commissioned Christopher to get pictures of  his daughter Maria to use 

in her run for TILTtheTown mayor
 • Oli Lewington, who contracted Christopher to snap pics of  his shy kids...er, his love birds

Christopher is pretty flexible, but he never schedules gigs for Monday nights. Why? He's a 
member of  that hoity-toity Annapolis Pretentious Film Society. 

Backer #132: Andrew & Caroline Black run TILTtheTown’s only wine and cheese bar, 
The Black Udder.  While they’re certainly known for their wide and wise array for wine 
selections, their dairy delights draw TILTtheTowners in droves, some forgoing the vino all 
together.

What might you find on the Black Udder menu?
 • Monk David Branin’s mozzerella with the light red wine of  the day
 • Portugese Azeitao with Tempranillo for world traveler Sherry Cummings
 • For advice wielding sisters Marcella Selbach (TILTtheTribune) and Michele Simmons 

(TILTtheTattler), Camembert with Cabernet for the former; Zamarano with Sangria for 
the latter

 • Marscarpone, tea cakes, and a nice herbal brew for tea temptress Jan Libby
 • Double Gloucester with a white Sancerre for adventurous cobbler Andrew Johnson

What won’t you find on the Black Udder menu? Tomatoes. Andy hates them. Caroline is 
working on him, though, because she thinks no wine bar menu is complete without a caprese 
salad.
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Backer #133: Joke & Biagio Messina - The death of  a loved one is no laughing matter. The 
funeral...well, that’s a different matter, at least when Joke and Biagio Messina are involved. 

The Messina’s run Joke Funeral Productions, a perfect combination of  respectful 
commemoration and irreverent celebration.  No one takes fun funerals more seriously that this 
dynamic duo, and that’s why everyone in TILTtheTown works with Joke and Biagio to ensure 
that their last party is the best party of  their life.  

No, a blowout bash doesn’t befit every passing, but when the stars line up, Joke and Biagio plan 
events that honor the dead and lift the living. 

What might a funeral by Joke and Biagio include? The sky is the limit!
 • A special tribute from dancers from The Spice Rack (lap dances optional)
 • An on-site ice sculpture by Ron Morris
 • An ice sculpture-melting fire dance by Millie English-Morris
 • An open bar stocked with Jeanne Bowerman’s tequila and wine from Andrew& Caroline 

Black’s wine bar, The Black Udder
 • A sinful sundae bar staffed by ice cream craftress Beth Marrier
 • A memorial movie marathon at Diana Holbrook’s Double Drive-In
 • A musical tribute from For the Record Owner Mike Wendt
 • An aria by former opera singer Diane Lyman
 • A torch song by up-and-coming caberet singer Jenn Nguyen
 • Therapeutic psychic readings by Caitlin Mae Burke
 • Poems by Phyllis Pfaff
 • A choral arrangement by Emily Fraser, performed by Laura Hammer's TILTtheTown 

community chorus
 • Quickie weddings officiated by More Amore wedding chapel's Susan Williamson 
 • Quickie divorces officiated by Judge Lee Sweet 
 • And, more often then not, a BIG BANG from pyrotechnics expert Jessica Halem
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Backer #134: Dave Charest took the life guarding job at Jeff  Eyamie’s Snow Leopard Suites 
because it sounded easy. How much trouble could a bunch of  old folks with prosthetic hips be in 
a 4-ft deep pool? Dave had NO idea...

Here’s a list of  rules Dave has had to come up with since taking his spot in the padded lifeguard 
chair:
 • No running with your walker.
 • No dunking.
 • No diving.
 • No driving your motorized personal transportation device into the pool.
 • No Depends in the pool.
 • No Poise pads in the pool.
 • No Marco Polo.
 • No splashing.
 • No spitting.
 • No grandchildren under 12 in the pool.
 • No grandchildren over 12 in the pool.
 • No “Dead Man’s Float” in the pool.
 • Dentures must stay in your mouth in the pool.
 • No mojitos / tequila sunrises / Ensure in the pool.
 • No fighting over gigolo Joshua Denney in the pool.
 • The life guard is not here to put sunscreen / antibiotic ointment / Bengay on your lower 

back. (This means you, Denidra.)
 • No pretending to drown to cop a feel from the lifeguard. (This means you, Wallace.)
 • No underwater cameras in the pool.
 • No hamming it up for Patrick Cassidy’s stupid sassy senior documentary in the pool.
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Backer #135: Patrick Cassidy (Self  Helpless) - is known for his revealing (and sometimes 
revolting) documentaries.  Food fights & panty raids.  Binge drinking & beer pong.  One night 
stands & walks of  shame.  No, Patrick doesn’t make documentaries about fraternity life; he makes 
documentaries about senior living communities. And right now, he’s filming at TILTtheTown’s 
premier senior living community, Snow Leopard Suites. 

The subjects of  Patrick's documentaries don’t bemoan prescription drug costs or denture 
etiquette.  They talk about post-birth control canoodling, how to hide kinky antics from visiting 
children and grandchildren, and what it’s really like to look back, assess, and celebrate your life.  
The number one bit of  advice from Patrick’s interviewees: “Do it now!”  

Who’s helping Patrick with his Snow Leopard Suites documentary? 
 • Joke Funeral Productions owners Joke and Biagio Messina, who are planning a Moulin 

Rouge-themed funeral for a sassy senior siren who wants all of  her past lovers to be 
invited. (So far, they haven't found a venue large enough. They're in talks to rent out 
Steven Bauer's Paul Bunyan Land for the day.)

 • Reality TV star Amy Aho, whose grandma just moved into Snow Leopard Suites
 • Pyrotechnics expert Jessica Halem, who has big plans for the next midnight ice cream 

social
 • Knot expert Jolene Jahnke, who has kept all IV lines, oxygen tank tubes, and camera 

extension cords free and clear during filming
 • Dance therapist Allyse Sturdivant, who helps people plunder their childhoods while doing 

the cha cha
 • Memory specialist Pippa Best, whose ‘mental scrap booking’ method is sweeping the 

nation

Backer #136 - Jenni Imsande Everyone has a skill, and Jenni Imsande’s is that she can make 
a bouquet for any occasion.  Want to woo a ladyfriend?  Jenni can help with that. (A simple red 
rose shows interest without overwhelming, Cassanova.)  Ready to come out to your parents? Jenni 
can assist with that, too. (A tall vase of  sun flowers, of  course. Bright, bold, and beautiful.) 

Here are some other floral assignments that Jenni has knocked out of  the park recently:
• Fun funeral planners Joke and Biagio asked Jenni to help create arrangements of  red poppies 

for a Wizard of  Oz-style funeral.
• Travis Legge requested daily bouquets for the tables at his hookah lounge to attract ladies and 

add class without making it too frou-frou.
• Ice sculptor Ron Morris signed up for Jenni’s “I’m Sorry” bouquet of  the week.
• Fire dancer Millie English Morris signed up for Jenni’s “I Forgive You” bouquet of  the week.
• Dentist Michael Dean orders a weekly array of  calming flower posts for his office.
• Tattoo artist Todd Terwilliger and Xtreme dentist Gary Ploski go halfsies on weekly 

arrangements of  Jenni’s most pungent and vibrant flowers.

Tropical flower farmer Sara Lindstrom supplies most of  the materials for Jenni’s work in 
exchange for a daily bouquet delivery to her mother. And her grandmother. and her great-
grandmother.
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Backer #137: Travis Legge  Some people like to smoke things. Some people like to grow 
things. And some people, like Travis Legge, like to grow things so that they can smoke them.  
And then sell them.  

Travis grows tobacco (what were YOU thinking?) on a plot in the Buy-O-Dome, then sells it at 
his Hookah Hookah Lounge. 

On Travis’s Hookah Hookah menu you might find:
 • A “super smokey smoke” special that goes well with one of  Don “Sausage King” King’s 

red hot sausage sticks.
 • A fresh and fruity smoke bomb you might follow up with a creamy frozen custard 

concoction from Beth Marrier's Cree-Mee.
 • A pickled pepper smoke plume that curls out of  a platinum pot pairs perfectly with 

pineapple essence tequila supplied by Jeanne Bowerman.  This is particular combo is a 
BIG hit with "ex-smokers."

 • And for non-smokers, well - you CAN hang out in Travis’s non-smoking section...but it’s 
sort of  small.

Backer #138: David Augustyn knows all of  the presidents of  the United States in order, 
forward and backward. He knows everything about every character from every episode from 
every season of  The Sopranos. He’s also nor afraid to eat monkey brains or sea slugs. For these 
reasons, David is one of  the biggest American game show winners in history. 

What shows has David won? It’d be easier to list the ones he hasn’t. (But that wouldn’t be as 
fun, would it?)
 • David is the longest running Jeopardy champ in history, beating out Ken Jennings by a 

week and a half. (And David only bowed out because he got tendonitis in his buzzer 
finger.) Earnings: $3,122,400

 • He went all the way to the end without using any lifelines on Who Wants to Be a Millionaire. 
Earnings: $1,000,000

 • He braved the elements and won Survivor: Brooklyn. During the live wrap-up show, David 
attributed his win to a powerful social game and his high tolerance for sleeping on the 
subway without a pillow. Earnings: $1,000,000 + another $100,000 for being the fan 
favorite

 • David’s also proven that he does know which price is right, that he's not afraid to press his 
luck, that he is smarter than a 5th grader, that he is America's Next Top Model 
(ok...David was first runner-up on that one), and that he is a master of  the wheel. Of. 
Fortune.

David's knowledge makes him fun at parties (Norah Webster ALWAYS invites him to her dinner 
parties if  someone else bows out) and slightly annoying in line at the grocery store. But no one in 
TILTtheTown can resist asking him quirky questions when they see him. And he can never, ever 
resist answering them. David’s new goal: to get on one of  Brian Spaeth’s game shows. But he 
wants to bide his time. No fun living in a town whose games he’s already mastered.
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Backer #139: Brian Spaeth Voice as smooth as whiskey. Devilishly handsome face. Teeth as 
white as a pre-syrup snow cone. Brian Spaeth was born to be a game show host. And he was 
born to do it in TILTtheTown.

Brian hosts two local game shows, both produced by the prolific 5414 Productions. 
 • Brainerd Bingo allows contestants to rely on their knowledge of  Brainerd history to fill a 

massive electronic bingo scoreboard to win money, vacations, and other prizes. Joshua 
Denney, who is close with a lot of  the folks at the senior living community Snow Leopard 
Suites, has won twice. Jeremy Hinkemeyer almost won once.

 • TILTtheTown Twister pits contestants against fabricated natural disasters.  Contestants 
prove their athleticism by braving fake tornadoes, fighting faux forest fires, and surfing on 
totally tubular in-studio tsunamis. The winner of  this game doesn’t win money; she wins 
free training and a spot on Kim Garland’s volunteer fire fighting team.

Backer #140: Jeremy Hinkemeyer When Andretti Dante’s Tazmanian devils are blue, he 
brings them to Jeremy Hinkemeyer. Kelly Johnson brings him her hung over honey bees. And 
RoseAnn Reddick calls Jeremy when her iguanas can’t sleep.  Jeremy is TILTtheTown’s animal 
psychologist with the mostest. The mostest clients, that is.  Jeremy always knew he wanted to help 
animals, but dissecting frogs and cats just wasn’t his thing. When he found out about animal 
psychology, he felt like he’d truly found his calling.

Recently Jeremy recommended:
 • A trip to Spoxx’s Club Sparx for Julie and Mike Lyman’s cabin feverish pup
 • A night out with the guys for Don King’s day-dreamy dog.
 • A day trip to Paul Bunyan Land for Jayson Elliot’s nervous rabbit. (Of  course, Dr. 

Hinkemeyer recommended staying away from roller coasters. At least on the first trip.)

Backer #141: Carol Ricketts has a cauldron, but she doesn’t toil or trouble over it. She 
makes naturally derived tonics, elixirs, salves, rubs, potions, lotions, aromatherapy crystals, and 
whatever else TILTtheTown needs for natural healing and rejuvenation. Her brand name: 
Ricketts Fixes. 

Carol doesn’t present herself  as a doctor (although her PhD in philosophy technically allows her 
to do so). Instead, she presents herself  only as a wonderer, a hoper, a wisher who wishes health 
and calm for all around her in TILTtheTown.

Recently Carol has whipped up:
 • Dewey eye drops for Henry Keck’s smoke-lashed eye lashes. (The homestyle BBQ he 

cooks up at Keck’s Kitchen is tough on his baby blues.)
 • Calming bath salts for stressed but stoic witness protection program runner Pericles 

Lewnes
 • Foot blister balm for the fast paced workers at Living in Cinema Real Estate
 • Naturally anti-biotic bandages for accident prone newscaster Phil Calderone
 • A love potion requested by Dee Dennis. (It’s just a placebo, though. Carol knows that Dee 

doesn’t actually need it.)
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Backer #142: Jojo Stratton has always been a leader. A doer. A go getter. She knows what she 
wants, and she knows to get other people to want her to have what she wants, and she always gets 
them to give it to her right away. (Whoa - complicated.)

Sadly, Jojo's high-powered job not only earned her mountains of  money and seas of  prestige, it 
also earned her a heart attack at the tender age of  28. Her doctor’s prescription: a year away 
from her job in the most relaxing place he'd ever been: TILTtheTown.  Sure, Jojo probably 
would have opted something a little more...exotic, but soon after settling in she found her 
TILTtheTown routine to be just what she needed. Here’s a peek at her so-calming schedule:
 • MONDAY = hot yoga at Hot Cross Buns + lunch with her favorite ladies (Nicole Dust, 

Molly Ezell, and Kathy Munoz)
 • TUESDAY = Double Drive-In matinee (it IS inside, after all) by herself  with a big bucket 

of  butter-free popcorn (Jojo always hopes for a sci-fi set, but will pretty much watch 
anything) + a progressive dinner featuring organic veggies from Kelly Johnson’s farm with 
her favorite ladies (see Monday)

 • WEDNESDAY = check up at the doctor followed by a workout at First Glance Fitness 
Center with her favorite ladies (see Monday & Tuesday)

 • THURSDAY = one-on-one morning book club with strong, silent type Si Dunn (they 
don’t talk a lot, but the really get each other, you know?) + decaf  coffee and dark 
chocolate biscotti with her favorite ladies (see Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday)

 • FRIDAY = yoga again + 2 glasses of  wine (red only, doctor approved) at the Black Udder 
Wine and Cheese Bar with...no one. A gal deserves a little alone time, don’t you think?

Saturday and Sunday are free days that Jojo can fill up in any way she pleases.  The funny thing: 
she usually eats well, goes to yoga, drinks decaf, and pals around with...well, you know who.

Backer #143: Mary Cusack has magic fingers. And magic toes. And magic elbows. Okay, 
everything about her is magic; her mother told her so.  No one else in TILTtheTown actually 
believes it, but it would behoove them to try...

Check out some of  the magical things that happened to Mary recently:
 • She ate a chocolate cake and then lost 5 lbs. 
 • The “check engine” light in her car magically turned off  (withOUT a trip to the 

mechanic).
 • Some fresh tomatoes showed up at her back door. UNannounced.
 • Her total at the grocery store was $111.11.
 • And she made her house disappear. 
Yes. Literally. Mary said 'poof,' and opened her eyes, and her house was gone. 
Mary’s not sure how she did it, and she's not sure how to get her house back. 

Mary never actually expected to do anything magical to happen. She just assumed that her mom 
was kookily supportive, but what do you know...apparently she was right!  Mary's staying at her 
mom’s until she figures out the house thing. Her mom is encouraging her to use her skills to win 
Brian Spaeth's TILTtheTown Tornado game show for the prize: a scholarship to TILTtheTown 
volunteer fire fighter camp. Why? Because Mary's mom would love her to have a real skill.  
Besides house hiding.
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Backer #144: David Baker is a big fan of  silence. He grew up in a house of  yellers, mostly 
joyful, but even so, David decided that as an adult, he was going to have a nice quiet life. That’s 
part of  why he became a librarian. And it’s completely why he hangs around with calm, 
collected, almost completely silent people.

David spends time with:
 • Strong silent type Si Dunn
 • Accidental mime (and purposeful mime activist) Nathan Cole
 • Surprisingly soft spoken pyrotechnics expert Jessica Halem
 • Book worm Carly Eckerlee Beebe, whose nose is almost always in a book
 • Sarah Elizabeth Kath, who will play the quiet game with David for hours (she hates to 

lose)
 • Archaeologist Eilidh Ellery, who is often consumed with excavating something out of  the 

dirt. Or the table. Or her food.
 • Serious clown Gabriel Novo, who rarely talks for fear of  giving away the tricks of  his 

clown trade 

Backer #146: Jayson Elliot is a rabbit raiser. No, he doesn’t breed or tend to rabbits. He 
elevates them, vertically, by creating specialized, ceiling height rabbit-trails for dedicated rabbit 
owners.

Rabbit raisers are a special crew, a tightly knit and highly private group that shares info quickly 
via their Rapid Rabbit Reconnaissance System. They usually just call it RRRS because most 
people can’t spell Reconnaissance on the first try. A small snarky RRRS faction snickers and calls 
it the Rabid Rabbit Reconnaissance System, but rabbit fanatics frown upon this as tempting a 
frightening fate. (Jayson is careful not to enter into this debate, of  course. Opinions are bad for 
business.)

Who has Jayson designed raised rabbit trails for? 
 • A certain royal figurehead referred to only as 'Big Mommy' (she paid over £500,000 + 

expenses just to fly Jayson to her castle...er, house for a consultation)
 • A yet-to-be named songstress who insisted that her ritzy rehab suite be festooned with 

footholds for her furry and fat (they’re spoiled) friends
 • A certain grumbly and reluctant TILTtheTown father figure who seems stern in public 

and talks baby talk to his rabbit friends in the privacy of  his home.
 • Spoxx’s nightclub Sparx just had Jayson suspend a rabbit trail around the circumference 

of  their dance floor. (Spoxx swears that rabbits have the best moves.)
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Backer #147: Spoxx When Spoxx rolled into TILTtheTown wearing a purple space suit and 
green moon boots (the highest in fashion in SPOXXtheTown), he knew he had a lot of  work to 
do. 

In order to infuse a little German coolness into TILTtheTown, Spoxx opened Sparx, a night club 
that takes fun and fashion to new heights.  Models strut on runways that criss cross the dance 
floor at waist-height.  Fountains shoot water from wall to wall 8 ft from the ground. Rabbits hop 
around in a rabbit trail that hovers just above the water fountains (designed by famous rabbit trail 
designer Jayson Elliot).  And footage from the previous night’s activities at German-based Spoxx 
night clubs screens on the ceiling.

German dance hits dominate the play list, but sometimes embattled TILTtheTown rocker 
TGoetz makes an appearance. 

When Spoxx gets homesick, he puts on huge wrap-around sunglasses and heads to Keck’s 
Kitchen for a little saurbraten and spatzle. 

Backer #148: Don King is the sausage king of  TILTtheTown. He starts the process by stalking 
his prey and ends it by stuffing it, smoking it, and selling it around town.  

Don’s biggest customers include: 
Henry & Ellen’s Keck’s Kitchen (who have a standing order for his andouille)
Andrew and Caroline’s Black Udder Wine and Cheese Bar (who this week are pairing bratwurst 
with reisling to celebrate the opening of  SPOXX’s SPARX night club)
Roy Abbott’s El Taco Lento (Roy’s a big fan of  Don’s slow smoked chorizo)

Don’s especially proud of  his TILTtheTown tube steak, which he sells during the summer from a 
cart he wheels up and down Washington St.  True TILTtheTownies get it on a rice flour bun 
smothered in grilled onions and mushrooms and Don’s homemade TILTtheTown tabasco. 

Backer #149: Brainerd Arts Alliance When fire dancer Millie English Morris isn’t melting 
her husband Ron’s ice sculptures or re-marrying him, she’s running the TILTtheTown Arts 
Alliance. 

TAA is a place where artists share studio space, supplies, opinions, and even money.  Artists just 
starting out borrow from TAA; artists who do well give back.  As a community they run and 
attend weekly classes and monthly exhibits.  Millie teaches and curates while developing her own 
new works.  

71



Backer #150: Millie English Morris - “Opposites attract” doesn’t even begin to describe fire 
dancers’s Millie English Morris’ relationship with long-time love (and sometimes husband) ice 
sculptor Ron Morris.  

Millie and Ron live in adjacent houses in TILTtheTown, sleeping in whichever room they pass 
out in at the end of  their busy, art-filled days - sometimes they even sleep in the bedroom.  Ron 
works best when things with Millie are good; Millie dances best when she and Ron are at each 
other’s throats. 

What’s the deal with Millie? It all starts with love. When Millie sees Ron about to finish a big, 
beautiful sculpture, she swells with pride.  Then she feels sad that he’s spent so much time 
chipping away at ice instead of  chasing her around the house. (At this point Millie runs to Judge 
Lee Sweet for a quickie divorce - it’s a quick process, since Millie does it about once a week or so).  
Then Millie starts worrying about how she’s going to pay the bills if  she doesn’t find inspiration 
for her next project.  And then she gets angry that she has to dance to make a living at all - - - 
can’t they just live on love?  This sets her on the hunt for Ron. 

Millie’s rage send her spinning and spiraling around the house (usually both of  them), shooting 
fire from the specially-fashioned flame shooters installed on her hips and sparks from her 
smoldering eyes.  When Millie gets to Ron’s work room, his sculpture is a goner, but he never 
minds.  Millie and Ron fall into each other’s arms, pledge their undying love, and walk arm and 
arm to More Amore to re-do their I Do’s.  Andrew and Caroline Black often serve as their 
witnesses. They know all too well what it’s like to work and live with their beloved. 

Backer #151: Laura Martineau - Masseuse Laura Martineau is good with her hands, and 
everyone in TILTtheTown with a sore back or tight spot heads to Laura’s Slippery Knot massage 
parlor for a little TLC. 

Laura is a certified hot stone healer, an enthusiastic aromatherapy artist, a dedicated deep tissue 
tamer, a skilled Shiatsu sorceress, and reflexologist to the Xth degree. Her customers always leave 
feeling stretched out, chilled out, and zoned out - and sometimes they leave more than just their 
achy joints behind. 
 • The often grumbly Si Dunn begrudgingly admitted that he couldn't think of  anything to 

grumble about for a good week after his last session with Laura. 
 • Hookah lounge owner Travis Legge credits Laura with getting rid of  his hard-core 

nicotine addiction - at least for a day or so.
 • Animal psychologist Jeremy Hinkemeyer swears that he could actually talk to the animals 

for a few hours after Laura re-aligned his spine.
 • And lifeguard Dave Charest hasn’t had a bout of  swimmer's ear since Laura gently poked 

at his pressure points.
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Backer #152: Emily Millay Haddad - Most sports commentators focus on...well, sports, but 
Emily Millay Haddad prides herself  on covering every event, any event, as long as it happens in 
TILTtheTown.   She lends her unique play-by-play style to TILTtheTown's little league team (the 
TILTtheTown Water Towers), but she also shows up with her microphone to other 
TILTtheTown events that she hasn't been scheduled for. Or even invited to. This week you might 
have seen her at:
 • A sports-themed funeral arranged by Joke and Biagio Messina. (She covered the tearful 

tail gating in the parking lot.)
 • A stealthy toddler photo shoot by Christopher Harley (even though it really cramped 

Chris' papparazzo style and lead to a tantrum - by him)
 • A poetry reading by Phyllis Pfaff. In her shower.
 • A particularly soggy fight between ice sculptor Ron Morris and his fire dancing on 

again / off  again wife Millie English Morris
 • A suspect grilling session by TILTtheTown police interrogator Nick Pepito. (Emily wasn't 

allowed to air this footage. Or keep her camera and microphone. Or get out of  charges 
for trespassing at the police station. Anything for her art).

Backer #153: Chris Daley - You’d think being a bathrobe model would be easy, but, as Chris 
Daley can tell you, you’d be completely mistaken.  

For one, there’s a lot of  grooming involved.  No one wants to see chest hair snagged in plush 
white robe lapels.  Therefore, Chris spends a lot of  time getting waxed and buffed at Marty 
Lang’s Tough Guy Salon.

Then, there’s having to exude that air of  detached languidness and relaxation. Chris gets a lot of  
massage therapies at Laura Martineau’s Slippery Knot massage parlor to achieve just the right 
pitch of  extreme lounging. 

Lastly, you have to be made of  strong stuff  to deal with the constant “misting” that’s required for 
that “just out of  the shower” look. Sometimes they don’t warn you. And sometimes you get it in 
the eye.
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Backer #154: Marty Lang - Some guys are in touch with their emotions and don’t mind 
shedding a tear or two at a sappy greeting card commercial. (Cough*Phil Holbrook*cough.)  
Others might punch you for suggesting they feel anything ever.  Marty Lang thinks that every 
guy, no matter where he falls on the male emotional spectrum, deserves a little sprucing up. 
That's why he opened his Tough Guy Salon.  (“Because Tough Guys Deserve Manicures, Too!”)

Marty prides himself  on treating his male customers with dignity and respect, and his spot is set 
up more like a neighborhood barbershop than a frou-frou frill-fest. 

Here’s who’s been seen at Marty’s TGS lately:
 • Robe model Chris Daley got TGS’ Whopper of  a Whole Body Waxing with a Meat-and-

Potatoes Mani-Pedi. He left with shiny nails, smooth skin, and a light rosemary scent in 
his wake.

 • Game show host Brian Spaeth indulged in the Fishing Trip Facial, which included a close 
shave, some dirty jokes, and a salt scrub that left his t-zone soft but not oily.

 • Night club owner Spoxx got his old tattooed eyebrows lasered off  and then a new one 
tattooed on - monobrows are in, baby!

 • Trivia champ David Augustyn got a Ham-handed Hand and Forearm Massage to stay 
limber for his next buzzer busting game show appearance. He paid a little extra for the 
Peppered Bacon Rub. Because he’s worth it.

 • Silence enthusiast David Baker got his ear hair trimmed and then wax stuffed in to muffle 
the sound of  people’s footsteps in his library. And, you know...their words.

Backer #157: RoseAnn Reddick is sick of  red.  Her red hair (which resists dye like nobody’s 
business), red roses (which new suitors present cleverly on the first date, which is always their last), 
and red lipstick...please.  

Sure, it might have a little to the do with her first and last names (which she’d change in a red hot 
second if  it wouldn’t break her mother Renata’s heart), but it has more to do with the beautiful, 
bountiful red foods she’s allergic to. RoseAnn Reddick tries to stay away from red food, but she 
just finds it too resplendent to refuse. The not-so-rare result: an itchy, scratching, bruised and 
ruined Rose.
• Red (and even orange) tomatoes make Rose break out in horrific hives.
• Red raspberries make her swell up and wheeze like a leaky, rusty radiator.
• Red or pink apples (even when peeled) result in robust rosacea.
• Even the succulent smell of  her mother’s tart and tangy rhubarb cobbler sends Rose into fire 

engine mode both in sight (she practically glows in the dark) and sound (her wailing closely 
resembles the shrillest of  sirens.)

• Nectarines, peaches and plums, which all fall into the red rainbow, lead to Rose’s biggest boo-
hoos - their juicy smells and tantalizing textures tempt her like no others. 
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Are there any reddish foods that don’t tempt and torture poor RoseAnn Reddick? No. But she 
has some scientists in the Buy-O-Dome working on it. Until then, she’ll chomp morosely on musk 
melons, attack green apples with avarice, gulp green grapes greedily, and nip at nectarines..when 
no one’s looking, of  course.

Backer #158: John Breen has a warehouse full of  shelves full of  boxes full of  jars full of  
pickles pumped with brine. John comes from a long line of  pickle picklers, but don’t panic - John 
never felt pressured to be a pickler.  He finds it pleasurable - prestigious even, especially when he 
gets to be the master of  ceremonies at the TILTtheTown Pickle Pageant and the subsequent 
Pickle Pageant Parade.  

John pickles pretty much any type of  produce you can produce.  Pickling cucumbers?  Anyone 
can do that.  John is a fan of  pickling fruits and veggies to make them taste like other things.  
Sour grapes.  Sure, that’s where John started. (“Boy’s CRA-zy,” cried Si Dunn in a rare mumble-
less moment.)  But John’s moved on to grapey lemons, lemony apples, peary nectarines, and 
nectariney peaches.  

Lately John’s been playing with colors, too, filling his laboratory with blue strawberries and 
purple watermelon for his secret love, the red fruit allergy-afflicted RoseAnn Reddick.

Backer #159: Mike Vogel is calm, collected, cool as a cucumber. He's the guy every woman 
wants to date and every guys wants to keep his date away from.  He also knows how to keep it 
together: your TILTtheTown marriage, that is. 

Mike Vogel is a trained marriage and family counselor who gives out “Advice in Two Words or 
Less” via his column in Dennis Peters’ TILTtheTribune (on the same page as Marcella Selbach’s 
ladylike advice column.)

Here’s quick sample of  some of  Mike’s quick-witted wisdom:
 • Question: “I think my husband’s cheating on me. What should I do?” Mike: “Ask 

him.”
 • Question: “I asked my husband if  he was cheating on me last week, and he said no. I 

don’t believe him. What should I do?” Mike: “Leave him.”
 • Question: “You told me to leave my husband because I’m pretty sure he’s cheating and 

lying to me. But I love him. What should I do?” Mike: “Ask Marcella.”
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Backer #160: Matt Shea always wanted to be an astronaut, but his career was cut short when 
NASA learned of  his pesky peanut allergy during a practice run. Matt, who’d been meticulous 
about hiding his ailment, hadn’t known that many protein-packed spaceman snacks were 
supplemented with nut powders. Until his face was swollen to 3 times it’s size in a zero-gravity 
rocket. Matt was grounded. Permanently.

When Matt came home to TILTtheTown, he didn't get a hero's welcome. He got zero welcome. 
His folks were vacationing in Cabo and most of  his friends were back in Houston. 

Matt moped around from bar to bar, looking for friends and things to do.  Eventually he landed 
at Jake Stetler’s Lock-n-Load, face-to-face with a bowl of  free peanuts.  With his glass, Matt 
started crushing the peanuts on the bar one by one (much to the chagrin of  bartender Emily 
Fraser), focused on his task like he’d been on none other since returning from training.  

Luckily for Matt, nut enthusiast and interrogation expert Nick Pepito was on the next stool 
enjoying a noontime fuzzy navel to celebrate getting a confession out of  a particularly nefarious 
knick-knack napper. 

Nick looked over, spied Matt’s perfectly, pulverized peanuts, and said, “Boy, do I have a job for 
you!” That afternoon Matt put his NASA skills to use, designing space age crushing systems for 
peanuts, almonds, pistachios, and other nuts for use in Nick’s nut butters and other products.

Of  course, Matt still can't touch or test any of  the products his machines produce, but that’s cool 
with him. He’ll console himself  in his cushy corner office.

Backer #162: Matt & Cindy Kuzma love to sing. The only thing they love more: lip syncing. 
Sure, this hasn’t been a huge fan since they were toddlers (Puttin’ on the Hits, anyone?), but Matt 
won Cindy over in college when he lip synced in the seat next to her at a Pavaroti concert, and 
they haven’t stopped cracking each other up with silent singing since.  Matt and Cindy make the 
rounds of  all of  the #TILTtheTown bars throughout the week, grateful they’ve all kindly 
coordinated their karaoke schedules.

• Monday finds the Kuzmas at Keck’s Kitchen, where ordering the special (a hometown favorite 
of  the newest TILTtheTowner) gets you a spin on the stage. (This week’s special: Kevin Keck’s 
grits and gravy with a side of  Morrissey.)

• Tuesdays Matt takes Cindy to Lee Sweet’s Sweet Spot for some lip synced Babs and Liza.
• On Wednesday Cindy takes Matt to Rachel Davenport’s Go Go Gadget Arms for fish and 

chips, bubble and squeak, Beatles and Stones, Kinks and Clash, Elton John and David Bowie, 
and Winehouse and Bedingfield.

• On Thursdays...the Kuzmas stay home. A throwback from the Cosby Show and Seinfeld days.
• On Fridays the Kuzmas go-go dance (while lip syncing) at Spoxx’s Sparx night club. Sara 

Lindstrom and Gina Baldacci often back them up.
• On Saturdays the Kuzmas pretend to sing folk hits at Beth Casper’s Bump and Grind coffee 

shop.
• On Sundays, well..they lip sync at church, of  course.
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Backer #163: Samantha King - If  anyone wants to do anything involving big money in 
TILTtheTown, they have to talk to Big Mama (aka Samantha King). Sam is the one who has the 
big keys to the big safe, the big ideas about the big projects, and the big pen that signs the big 
checks. Sam puts up a big front, often saying no when entrepreneurs come to her with their big 
ideas, but those who brave a second meeting with Sam find that she’s actually a big softie.

Sam is a huge fan of  family businesses, seeing as though she runs one herself.  Her oldest 
daughter, Naomi, is her chief  loan officer, the first person potential TILTtheTown small business 
owners come to with their passion projects. Naomi flies fast and loose with honest opinions and 
straight talk. Sam trusts Naomi’s instincts more than her own, and, if  it doesn’t fly with Naomi, it 
doesn’t fly with Big Mama.  And Sam’s other daughter Lia is the bank’s small business strategist.  
Yes, she’s a smartie in a stylish suit, but she’s also very nurturing, providing planning seminars 
and pep talks for those playing with the idea of  jumping into the capitalistic melee.

Here are some things that wouldn’t have happened in TILTtheTown without Sam’s approval:
• Rick and Diana Vaicius’ Childrens’ HOPE-spital, a place of  hoping and healing for the 

children of  TILTtheTown 
• The holistic potion business that Carol Ricketts runs out of  her home. Sam doesn’t just provide 

a line of  credit for this; she’s also one of  Carol’s biggest customers.
• Sam approved the loan for Don King’s newest smoking shack for his sausage business.
• Sean Rice’s Regional TILTographic magazine, which can’t keep up with loan repayments right 

now but isn’t being charged extra fees because Sam thinks the pictures in the mag are beautiful.
• Kelly and Jake Lyman’s “Ma & Popp Shop”, which is doing well now but started with a crucial 

$100k loan from Sam as well as motivational “get off  your butt and make some money” pep 
talk from little Lia.

Backer #164: Kevin Keck used to be known for being handsy (he was TILTtheTown’s most 
notorious ladies’ man), but now that he’s settled down he’s known for being handy.  Kevin runs 
Keck’s Kits, the one-stop shop for TILTtheTowners itching to renew, renovate, and refurbish 
their homes.

Need a new bathroom? Kevin has 20 easy-to-install bathroom kits. 
 • Mike Vogel just got the “Bachelor Bathroom” kit, a basic treatment that includes one 

towel, one bathmat, and a robot that cleans the floor, walls, etc.  
 • Ron Morris and his lady love Millie English Morris just opted for the “His and Hers 

Bathroom Haven”, which features a double sink, double shower, toilet, urinal, and (oh, 
yeah) a wall separating the two halves.

Thinking about re-doing your guest bedroom?  Kevin's got you covered. 
 • Before she accidentally made her house disappear, Mary Cusack had just gotten the “Stay 

as Long as You Like” package, which includes a pillow-top bed, flat-screen tv, and a mini-
bar stocked with snacks from local TILTtheTown businesses.  

 • Senior citizen documentarian Patrick Cassidy is happy with the “Nothing Says Get Out 
of  my House Like a Futon” treatment he just had installed. It includes, well, just a lumpy 
futon, Dorito-stained sheets, and a suspiciously sticky robe.
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All of  Kevin’s home kits come with a 30 year guarantee, but most customers come back for a new 
look much sooner.  Most come back just to talk to Kevin’s client services manager, his sweet 
voiced wife Patrice. 

Backer #165: Jessica Halem - The pyrotechnics game (like most games) is a male-dominated 
field, but that didn’t scare Jessica Halem away. After spending years designing explosions for 
movies and demolishing buildings for construction companies, Jessica decided to change her 
focus from destroying to creating.  That’s when she got a loan from Samantha King’s bank and 
started TILTtheTown’s Fire Works! fireworks store.  Jessica sells all the fun stuff: daytime 
parachutes, black cats, black snakes, sparklers, roman candles, and bottle rockets.  She also 
designs fireworks displays for TILTtheTown events.  

If  you’ve spent any time in TILTtheTown, you’ve seen Jessica’s sparky and sparkly work:
• Every Saturday at midnight there’s a big show at Spoxx’s night club Sparx
• 5414 Productions’ headquarters had a big bang set up to announce the new season of  Brian 

Spaeth’s game show, TILTtheTown Tornado
• Nick Pepito commissioned Jessica for a loud and smoky welcome home party for ex-NASA 

trainee (and nut crushing expert) Matt Shea.
• Jessica designed a delicately dangerous display for the 7 year anniversary party photographer 

Jim Vendiola arranged for his sweetheart, organic farmer Kelly Johnson
• Jessica even designed a sky-sized “Will you go on a REAL date with me?” display that Andretti 

Dante planned for Dee Dennis

Backer(s)#166: Rick & Diana Vaicius have always been planners.  For years they owned an 
event planning business, becoming well-known throughout the country for their over-the-top 
opening night galas. They sold their successful business, retired early (very early), and then looked 
at each other and said: “What next?” 

After years of  planning elaborate parties full of  circus performers, fire eaters, magicians, oozy 
chocolate mountains, and boozy champagne fountains, you’d think they’d opt for a fancy, 
luxurious island retreat.  That’s certainly what they’d each envisioned (and they could certainly 
afford it), but instead they found themselves putting off  their grand travel plans and lingering 
around TILTtheTown. 

After a year of  volunteering at the food co-op and reading childrens’ stories at the library, the 
Vaicius’ decided to scrap their jet-setting plans and do something really big with their money: 
they invested in hope. They opened the TILTtheTown HOPE-spital, a hopeful haven for 
TILTtheTown tots who need a little healing and a lot of  hugs.  Even though they started with a 
ton of  money, providing top-notch care for the kiddos is expensive, so Rick and Diana also get 
help from Samantha King’s bank as well as from bashful, do-gooding bank robbers Jay and Dee 
Doyle.

Now Rick and Diana spend their time planning princess tea parties, pricing open MRI machines, 
and providing comfortable and compassionate care for little ones on the mend their families.
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Backer #167: Laura Hammer - Laura Hammer has the face of  an angel, hair like spun gold, 
and a voice...okay, so she doesn’t sing so well.  Laura’s voice is at once squeaky and gruff, an 
unfortunately combo that is a perfect combination of  her mother and father’s voices. She’ll be 
the first to tell you that she can’t hold a note for all of  the tea in ‘Tea for Two’ host Jan Libby’s 
cupboard, but she can direct a choir like no one’s business. And she does.

Laura directs the take-all, appreciate-all TILTtheTown community chorus, a hodge podge 
collection of  well-meaning souls that perform at all official town extravaganzas as well as private 
events.  

The choir mostly perform covers. Here are their latest hits (or misses, depending on how close 
you were sitting to the speakers):

They sang Whitney Houston’s “Greatest Love of  All” at the dedication of  a new wheelchair 
accessible playground at Rick and Diana Vaicius’ children’s HOPE-spital 
They sang “Rock Me Like a Hurricane” at the unveiling of  weather expert Alain Aguilar’s new 
lightening rod.
They sang “Raspberry Beret” for RoseAnn Reddick’s birthday party.
They sang “Don’t Stand So Close to Me” for a party celebrating Si Dunn’s promotion at work.
They sang “I’m Too Sexy” when bathrobe model Chris Daley’s new Men’s Health cover came 
out.

Backer #168: Kathy Munoz spends lot of  time with her gal pals Jojo Stratton, Nicole Dust, 
and Molly Ezell, but what they don’t know is that she didn’t just meet them by accident - she’s 
keeping tabs on them. 

Kathy works for someone very powerful, very private, and very curious, and Kathy is paid very 
well to learn as much as she can about the ladies she lunches, yogas, wines, and dines with in 
TILTtheTown. 

Kathy’s always wearing a wire (which makes things a little scary in sweaty, sweaty hot yoga), and 
she’s always wearing an earpiece that delivers instructions about what she should say and what 
her facial expression should be. 

Sometimes Kathy feels a little bad, because she genuinely likes Jojo, Nicole, and Molly, but there’s 
no getting out of  it now. The cyanide-filled molar in her mouth is remote control activated and a 
constant reminder that she’s not there to play around. 

So far, Kathy hasn’t been asked to do anything except gather information. Not a bad gig while 
hanging out with people she likes. But she does fear the day when her duties go beyond hitting 
the gym and grabbing an espresso with her gal pals. Maybe she'll get reassigned before things get 
too intense...a girl can dream, right?
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Backer #169: Aaron S. Cohn - If it’s sleek, sexy, saucy, and fitted with 4 wheels,  Aaron Cohn is 
selling it, mostly to the lovely “mature” ladies of TILTtheTown.  

At his TILTtheTown Car Carnival, Aaron sells Corvettes to curvaceous cougars, sedans to 
salacious sexagenarians, gas guzzlers to grandmas who don’t give a hoot about global warming, 
and Jeeps jam-packed with extras for elderly belles uninterested in walkers or wheelchairs.  

Car Carnival caters to other car buyers, too, but older ladies feel comfortable going to Aaron with 
car concerns. Maybe it’s his curly hair? Maybe it’s his cherubic cheeks. Whatever it is, Aaron’s 
milking it for all it’s worth. Car saleswoman Lisa Buisman handles with the non-blue hair crowd.

Check out who Aaron and Lisa have handed keys to recently:
	
 •	
 Kathy Munoz paid cash for a quick, quiet car for tailing those she spies on; Aaron asked 

no questions.
	
 •	
 Rick and Diana Vaicius ordered 10 wheelchair accessible vans for their Children’s 

HOPE-spital; Aaron threw in individual DVD monitors and video games at no extra 
charge.

	
 •	
 Pyrotechnics expert Jessica Halem asked for a military grade Humvee so that if the 
fireworks she transports exploded inside, the destruction would be contained;

	
 •	
 Choir director Laura Hammer used the proceeds from the last TILTtheTown community 
choir concert to buy a double decker tour bus.

Backer #170: Molly Ezell - wants to help you reduce your blood pressure, keep your job, and 
save your relationship.  She’s a stress management expert (the best in the Midwest).  

Molly runs seminars for stressed out CEOs, showing them how to replace repressive groans with 
soft sighs.  She teaches teachers how to avoid saying inappropriate things to students by using 
her patented “Breathe...Two...One...Smile” technique.  And she instructs couples on how to take 
deep breathes together and focus on saying WHAT they mean without BEING mean.

Molly’s in great demand all over the country, but right now she’s focusing her stress reduction 
talents on private client Jojo Stratton, a former type-A hot head who’s recovering in 
#TILTtheTown after an early life heart attack.  

Molly makes sure Jojo’s yin and yang are balanced in yoga, monitors Jojo’s wine intake (red 
only), and encourages Jojo to spend as much time with her good friends Nicole Dust and Kathy 
Munoz as possible. Molly thinks Kathy's a little shifty, but Nicole is sweet as sugar.
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Index
Search the index to find out how often you and your pals appear in TILTtheTown.  The 
@names refer to people’s twitter handles, in case, you know, you want to make some new friends.

4

4D4 Films (@4D4Films) · 8, 27, 42, 47, 55

5

5414 Productions (@5414Productions)· 48, 56, 68, 78

A

Aaron S. Cohn · 82
Alex Luster (@shooteditsleep)· 7, 29, 30, 33, 39, 57
Allen Doederlein · 28
Amy Aho · 39, 43, 44, 47, 48, 59, 66
Andrew & Caroline Black · 63
Andrew Bichler (@andrewbichler) · 7, 9, 12, 13, 15, 16, 33, 34
Andrew Elias (@andrewelias)· 7, 9, 11, 18, 22, 23, 25, 27, 30, 34, 38
Andrew Johnson · 35, 38, 40, 46, 63
Angelo Bell (@angelobell)· 51, 52, 53, 56
Annapolis Pretentious Film Society (@pretentiousfilm)· 55, 56, 63 

B
Becki Reade · 23, 25, 36, 45, 48
Beth Kaspar · 6, 10, 18, 31, 37, 39, 43, 62
Beth Marrier (@ezbake)· 37, 41, 43, 45, 50, 52, 57, 64, 67
Bill Elverman (@billelverman)· 44, 46, 48, 50
Bill Finn · 3, 19, 20
Brad & Maria Rossi · 34, 35, 41, 43,
Brainerd Arts Alliance (@brainerdarts)· 71
Brian Spaeth · (@brianspaeth) 50, 67, 68, 69, 74, 78
Bump & Grind, The · 6, 10, 18, 31, 33, 37, 39, 62, 76
Buy-o Dome, The · 51, 52, 53, 55, 56, 59, 61, 67, 75
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C

Caitlin Mae Burke (@caitlinmae)· 9, 37, 42, 44, 64
Carly Eckerle Beebe (@carlyoff)· 6, 27, 39, 40, 70
Carol Ricketts · 53, 68, 77
Cathy Kim-Galvino · 45, 46
Chris Daley · 73, 74, 79
Christopher Harley (@chrisharley)· 55, 63, 73
Christy DeHaven (@christyDH)· 14, 21, 23, 28, 39, 44
Christy Dena · (@christydena) 14, 15, 22, 23, 35, 40, 51
Corky Loesch (@corkyloesch)· 50, 52
Corrie Davidson (@corriedavidson)· 22, 23, 24, 46, 51, 58

D

Danny Lacey · (@dannylaceyfilm) 10, 12, 14, 15, 20, 22, 25, 34
Dave Charest · (@davecharest 50, 61, 65, 72
David Augustyn (@daveed)· 67, 74
David Baker · (@davidpbaker) 70, 74
David Branin and Karen Worden ·(@filmcourage) 9, 15, 17, 18, 25, 27, 50, 54, 63
David Spies (@davidspies)· 23, 25, 26, 28, 31, 53
Dee Dennis · (@debaucheddvia) 15, 19, 20, 42, 47, 58 
Dennis Peters (@dennispeters)· 52, 53, 54 
Diana Holbrook · 8, 31, 32, 63, 64
Diana’s Double Drive-In · 8, 31, 36, 40
Diane Lyman · 6, 29, 32, 33, 37, 42, 47, 48, 59, 64
Don King · 61, 68, 71, 77

E

Eilidh Ellery · (@cakepirate) 31, 36, 70
Elizabeth Colon · 57
Emily Fraser · 39, 42, 55, 64, 76
Emily Millay Haddad (@circlesoffire)· 73

F

First Glance Films (@firstglancefilm)· 24
First Glance Fitness Center · 6, 24, 26, 27, 42, 46. 69
For the Record - Record Store · 9, 32, 40, 47, 54, 64
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G

Gabriel Novo (@cubannomad)· 44, 46, 47, 49, 54, 70
Gary & Janice Bradshaw · 58, 61
Gary King (@grking)· 9, 12, 13, 15, 17, 23, 26, 33, 40, 49, 52
Gary Ploski · (@garyploski) 50, 54, 66, 80
Go-Go Gadget Arms, The · 7, 14, 22, 26, 31, 36, 53, 76
Gregor Collins · (@gregorcollins) 9, 16, 17, 19, 20, 26, 32, 38, 39, 41
Gregroy Bayne (@gregorybayne)· 22, 23, 39, 32, 33, 36

H

Henry & Ellen Keck · 53, 62, 68, 71
Hot Cross Buns Bakery and Yoga Studio · 6, 9, 12, 20, 24, 26, 42,49, 69, 79

J

Jacqui Blay (@jacquiblay)· 12, 14, 15, 17, 20, 22, 25, 34
Jake Stetler (@jakestetler)· 7, 27, 28, 31, 34, 39, 42, 52, 76
Jan Libby (@labfly)· 62, 63, 79
Jason Stryker (@JasonStryker)· 39, 41, 42, 45
Jay and Dee Doyle · 60, 78
Jayson Elliot · 68, 70, 71
Jeanne Bowerman (@jeannevb)· 52, 64, 67
Jeff  Bouthiette (@jeff_bbt)· 28, 35, 55
Jeff  Eyamie · (@eyamie) 9, 42, 47, 48, 50, 65
Jeff  Lyman · 7, 23, 25, 36, 41, 45, 48
Jenn Nguyen · 9, 34, 35, 37, 46, 64
Jenni Imsande · 66 
Jeremy Doyle · 3, 6, 44, 60
Jeremy Hinkemeyer · 68, 72
Jessica Halem (@jessicahalem)· 64, 66, 70, 78, 83
Jessica King (@kingisafink)· 3, 12
Jim Vendiola · (@kinosaur) 61, 62, 78
John Breen · 75
John Paul Rice (@norestrictions)· 26, 27, 36, 41, 45
John Trigonis (@trigonis)· 11, 14, 16, 17, 18, 19, 24, 49
Jojo Stratton (@geologylady)· 69, 79, 83
Joke & Biagio Messina (@jokeandbiagio)· 62, 64
Jolene Jahnke (@jolenejahnke)· 38, 54, 66
Joshua Denney (@johsuadenney)· 50, 65, 68
Judy Eft · 38, 53, 55
Juliane Block (@jblockbuster)· 7, 9, 14, 18, 21, 23, 30
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Julie Lyman · 6, 8, 12, 26, 42, 44, 46, 57, 
Mike Lyman - 6, 8, 12, 41, 57
Julie Keck · (@kingisafink) 3, 6, 12
Juliet & Steve Sinclair · 15, 39
Justin W. Hedges (@justinwhedges)· 15, 25, 26, 31, 33, 38

K

Karen Eisenbraun · 39, 41, 42, 55
Kathy Munoz (@ladymunoz)· 69, 79, 83
Kelly & Jake Popp · 80
Kelly Johnson · 41, 43, 45, 47, 53, 55, 61, 68, 69, 78
Kevin Keck (@kevinkeck)· 76, 77
Kim Garland (@kageynyc)· 6, 17, 19, 20, 23, 27, 28, 68
Kyle D. Owen (@kyledowen)· 9, 34, 35, 40

L

Laura Busch · 59
Laura Costantino (@lauraconstantino)· 20, 21, 24, 39, 41, 48
Laura Hammer (@laurabot)· 64, 79, 83
Laura Martineau · 72, 73
Lee Sweet · 9, 34, 35, 37, 47, 52, 64, 72, 76
Leilani Holmes (@momentsoffilm)· 15, 21, 24, 33, 40, 45
Leontine Greenberg (@leontinemay)· 32, 55
Lilia Cardenas (@llcoollil)· 10, 23, 26, 31, 40, 46, 47, 48, 49
Lisa Jordan (@lilfishstudios)· 51
Lisa Perlberg · 44, 45, 52
Lisa Vandever (@cinekink)· 7, 9, 10, 11, 12, 14, 15, 16, 18, 19, 20, 21, 24, 25, 26, 31, 34
Living In Cinema (@LivingInCinema)· 47, 68
Lock-N-Load· 7, 27, 28, 39, 42, 52, 76
Lucas McNelly (@lmcnelly)· 10, 24, 37, 43, 45, 48
Lynn R. Tackitt (@pvtgiggles)· 30, 31, 44

M

Marcella Selbach (@movieangel)· 52, 53, 54, 63, 75
Mari Kivisto (@mkivisto) · 6, 7, 9, 14, 16, 18, 19, 39, 43, 44, 48, 56
Marianne Tschoe · 44, 46, 49, 54
Marinell Montales (@merrynell)· 7, 11, 12, 16, 18, 23, 25, 28
Marlena & Mike Schmidt · 51, 52
Marty Lang (@marty_lang) · 73, 74

84



Mary Cusack · 69, 77
Matt & Cindy Kuzma (@MattKuzma)· 76
Matt Shea (@mattofallmedia)· 76, 78
Michael Amick (@goamick)· 49
Michael Dean · 49, 50, 54, 66
Michele Simmons (@mojave44)· 52, 54, 63
Mike Merell (@mikemerrel)· 10, 23, 24, 39
Mike Vogel (@frontave)· 75, 77
Mike Wendt (@endmike1)· 8, 9, 32, 40, 47, 64
Millie English Morris (@boufee)· 58, 59, 66, 71, 72, 73, 77
Mireille Miskulin (@mireillem)· 6, 8, 17, 19, 21, 23, 24, 27, 30, 32, 33, 35, 36,
Molly Ezell (@piratelogic) · 69, 79, 83

N

Nate Phillipps (@narcher007)· 48, 59
Nathan Cole (@waterholemovie)· 45, 49, 53, 54, 59, 70
Nick Pepito (@nickpepito)· 57, 73, 76, 78
Norah Webster · 39, 40, 44, 48, 55, 67

O

Oli Lewington (@olilewington)· 7, 9, 10, 14, 15, 17, 22, 26, 28, 30, 34, 35, 37, 63

P

Pam Berman · 9, 15, 28, 29, 32, 33, 37, 42, 43, 44, 47
Patrick Cassidy (@selfhelplessmov)· 53, 62, 65, 66, 77
Paul Barrett (@producerpaul)· 15, 16, 23, 25, 26, 34, 36, 38
Pericles Lewnes (@loopmovie)· 53, 55, 56, 68
Phil Calderone (@pcfallsprod)· 46, 47, 48, 49, 54, 68
Phil Holbrook (@philontilt)· 3, 6, 26, 31, 74
Phil Seneker (@philseneker)· 53, 54, 80
Phyllis Pfaff · 55, 58, 64, 73
Pranav · 52, 53

R

Rachel Devenport (@devenportpr)· 7, 9, 14, 22, 26, 31, 36, 53
Raffi Asdourian (@zaffi)· 18, 21, 23, 24, 36, 43
Randy Finch (@randyfinch)· 30, 33, 39
Rebecca Slaughter · 40, 42
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Rick & Diana Vaicius (@flywayfilmfest)· 78, 79, 80
Roger Hjulstrom (@booksbelow)· 15, 16, 24, 33
Roko Belic (@rokobelic)· 31, 42
Ron Morris (@BrainerdInsty)· 58, 64, 66, 72, 73, 77
RoseAnn Reddick · 68, 74, 75, 79
Roy Abbott · 53, 61, 71

S

Samantha King · 77, 78
Sara Lindstrom · 51, 53, 55, 66, 76
Sara Rojas · 48, 49, 52, 56
Sarah & Chip Chandler · 36
Sarah Elizabeth Kath · 38, 70
Sean Rice · 61, 62, 77
Sheri Candler (@shericandler)· 6, 8, 13, 15, 22, 30, 39
Sherry ‘Cosmo’ Cummings (@cosmosherry) · 13, 20, 35
Snow Leopard Suites· 9, 42, 47, 48, 50, 53, 61, 62, 65, 66, 68
Spice Rack, The · 7, 9, 10, 15, 19, 20, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 33, 34, 35, 37, 46, 

51,  54, 64
Spoxx (@spoxx)· 68, 70, 71, 74, 76, 78
Steven Bauer · 54, 66, 80
Susan Williamson (@threetuxedos)· 20, 35, 39, 41, 47, 61, 64
Sweet Spot, The · 9, 34, 35, 38, 47, 52, 76

T

Tgoetz · 56, 59, 71
Thomas Bertin (@tommybertin) · 9, 33
Tiffany Tate (@thefemgeek)· 30, 31, 42
Tim Toner · 39, 44, 49, 62
Todd Terwilliger (@criticaltodd)· 41, 44, 45, 46, 54, 66
Travis Legge (@travislegge)· 57, 66, 67, 72

W

W.L. & Valerie Wittstruck · See 4D4 Films

Z

Zak Forsman (@zakforsman)· 3, 8, 10, 11, 12, 13, 17, 22, 26, 27, 30, 36
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